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VALCO Rescue Plan Suffers Setback!

...As Malaysian Firm Withdraws From Deal

lans to secure private
sector involvement in
the rehabilitation of the
Volta Aluminium Com-
pany (VALCO) has hit
the rock with the decision of a
Malaysian Company to pull out.

Information available to Africa
TODAY NEWS indicates that Press
Metal Aluminium Holdings Berhad of
Malaysia has withdrawn from the
consortium pursuing the proposed in-
vestment in the Volta Aluminium
Company Limited.

Despite this development, con-
cerns have emerged that Arch Hold-
ings Limited continues to present
Press Metal as supporting the pro-
posed transaction involving VALCO’s
assets and operations.

Press Metal was part of a consor-
tium comprising Arch Holdings Lim-
ited and Vitol SA that submitted a
Letter of Intent dated September 29,
2025, to VALCO and the Ghana Inte-
grated Aluminium Development Cor-
poration (GIADEC), concerning an
integrated aluminium project in
Ghana.

The proposed project involved
the development of an alumina refin-
ery and associated power infrastruc-
ture, together with the renewal and
upgrading of the VALCO smelter.

In April 2026, representatives of
Press Metal and Vitol travelled to
Ghana and conducted site visits, in-
cluding a tour of VALCO’s manufac-
turing facility.

Following the visit and a subse-
quent assessment by its senior man-
agement, Press Metal decided not to
pursue the project further. The com-
pany subsequently wrote to its con-
sortium partners to communicate its
withdrawal of interest.

This clarification is significant
because Press Metal had submitted
only a Letter of Intent and had not
made a binding financial commitment
to the proposed transaction.

The development raises questions
about the present composition, techni-
cal capacity and financial strength of
the consortium being considered for
the proposed VALCO investment.

Workers Protest Proposed
Transfer

A few weeks ago, hundreds of
visibly concerned VALCO workers,
represented by the Industrial and
Commercial Workers’ Union, ICU
Ghana, demonstrated against the pro-
posed transfer of a controlling interest
in VALCO to Arch Holdings Limited.

Although the workers protested
against the government’s decision to
pursue a private investor arrange-
ment, sources allege that Arch Hold-
ings influenced the Minister for
Lands and Natural Resources, Hon-
ourable Emmanuel Armah Kofi Buah,
to inaugurate a negotiating team to
evaluate and negotiate the proposed
transaction.

It has also emerged that a Memo-
randum of Understanding signed by

representatives of the Ministry of
Lands and Natural Resources, GI-
ADEC, VALCO and Arch Holdings
Limited reportedly provides for possi-
ble staff redundancies if the private
investor takes control of VALCO.

This appears to contradict assur-
ances that the proposed investment
would generate additional employ-
ment opportunities for Ghanaians.

Sources close to the New Patri-
otic Party have also indicated that the
party does not support the current
government’s plan to allow Arch
Holdings Limited to acquire a con-
trolling interest in VALCO.

According to the sources, the
NPP intends to cancel what it de-
scribes as an unfavourable partnership
agreement with Arch Holdings Lim-
ited if it wins the 2028 general elec-
tion and returns to power.

ICU Ghana Opposes Proposed
VALCO Private Investment and De-
mands Review of 70 Percent Equity
Transfer

The Industrial and Commercial
Workers’ Union, ICU Ghana, has de-
manded an immediate suspension of
negotiations over the proposed trans-
fer of a controlling stake in VALCO
to a private investor.

The Union says it is not opposed
to the modernisation, retooling and
expansion of VALCO. It, however, re-
jects any arrangement that would re-
sult in the State losing control of the
strategic national asset.

The demand follows the inaugu-
ration of a negotiating team by the
Ministry of Lands and Natural Re-
sources on August 21, 2026, to nego-
tiate definitive terms with a
prospective strategic investor for the
retooling and expansion of VALCO.

In a statement signed by its Gen-
eral Secretary, Morgan Ayawine, on
Thursday, August 27, the ICU said the
government’s description of the pro-
posed transaction as not constituting
“outright privatisation” requires fur-
ther clarification.

The Union said this description
appears inconsistent with information
previously presented to it regarding a
proposed transfer of 70 percent of
VALCQO'’s equity to a private investor.

“In our considered view, ceding a
controlling interest in a wholly State
owned company to a private investor
would, in substance, result in a signif-
icant transfer of ownership and con-
trol,” the ICU stated.

Questions Over Investor Selec-
tion

The Union also raised concerns
about the process through which the
prospective investor was selected.

According to the ICU, the Lands
and Natural Resources Minister, Em-
manuel Armah Kofi Buah, had indi-
cated to workers that no investor had
been selected.

The Union, however, said GI-
ADEC inaugurated an investor selec-
tion committee in November 2025
and subsequently announced on Janu-
ary 8, 2026, that investors had been
secured.

The ICU noted that Press Metal,
which was publicly presented as the
principal technical and smelting part-
ner of the Arch Holdings consortium,
had submitted only a Letter of Intent
before GIADEC’s January announce-
ment.

Representatives of Press Metal
and Vitol reportedly did not physi-
cally visit VALCO to assess its facili-
ties until April 2026, several months
after the consortium was reportedly
selected.

The ICU said these circumstances
raise serious questions about the basis
on which the consortium was as-
sessed and considered suitable for the
transaction.

“A Letter of Intent, by itself, does
not necessarily constitute a completed
technical assessment, a binding finan-
cial commitment or evidence of oper-
ational capacity,” the Union stated.

The ICU is therefore demanding
that the government explain the crite-
ria, technical assessments and due
diligence procedures used in selecting
the consortium.

Press Metal’s withdrawal also re-
quires the government to clarify the
current composition of the prospec-
tive strategic investor and demon-
strate that the remaining consortium

possesses the technical and financial
capacity to undertake the investment.

“The Ministry must therefore dis-
close, in the interest of transparency,
who currently constitutes the prospec-
tive strategic investor and on what
basis the Government intends to pro-
ceed with negotiations,” the Union
said.

The ICU added that its prelimi-
nary inquiries into the Arch Holdings
consortium had identified matters re-
quiring further clarification and inde-
pendent verification.

Alternatives to Private Control

The Union acknowledged that
VALCQ'’s operational challenges re-
quire urgent attention but maintained
that transferring controlling owner-
ship to a private investor is not the
only option available to the govern-
ment.

It proposed reliable and competi-
tively priced electricity, State backed
recapitalisation, appropriate debt fi-
nancing, operational and governance
reforms, and clearly measurable per-
formance targets as possible alterna-

tives. )
According to the ICU, these
measures could support the moderni-

Cont’d on page 3...
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sation and restoration of VALCO without surren-
dering State ownership and control.

The Union stressed that its opposition to the
proposed transfer predates the inauguration of the
negotiating team.

Its National Executive Council formally re-
solved against the proposed transfer of 70 percent
of VALCO’s equity on July 31, 2026.

Earlier, on July 27, the ICU organised a demon-
stration in Tema and presented a petition to Presi-
dent John Dramani Mahama, asking him to ensure
that VALCO remained under full State ownership.

The Union is demanding that the government
address the concerns raised in the petition before
negotiations continue.

It has called on President Mahama to direct the
Minister for Lands and Natural Resources to sus-
pend all processes leading to the proposed transfer,
pending a comprehensive review and a formal re-

Public Demands NCA
Investigaie Telecel Over

sponse to the ICU’s petition.

“VALCO is a strategic national asset,” the
Union stated, stressing that its future must be deter-
mined by what best serves Ghana’s national inter-
est, its workers, its industrial development and
future generations.

In a letter dated July 30, 2026, Press Metal Alu-
minium Holdings Berhad said it is pulling out of
the VALCO's asset takeover project.

The letter addressed to the local chairman of
the Industrial and Commercial Workers Union
(ICU) of the TUC gave the reason for its decision
as “a hostile reception which included chants and
billboards” when its delegation visited the plant.

The full text of the letter is published below;

To:

Mr. Samuel Watchman Agyeman

Chairman

Industrial and Commercial Workers Union -
VALCO Local

Subject: Clarification to your letter dated 22
July, 2026

Dear Sir,

Thank you for reaching out for clarification.

Press Metal was part of a consortium with Arch
Holdings Limited and Vitol SA that submitted a
Letter of Intent dated 29 September, 2025 to Valco
and GIADEC regarding an integrated aluminium
project in Ghana.

The project involved the developmet of an alu-
mina refinery and associated power infrastructure,
as well as the renewal and upgrade of a smelter.

In April 2026, re resen& ives for Press Metal
and Vito{)traveled to Ghana to conduct site visits,
which included touring VALCQO’s manufacturing
facility. While V1_s1t1nggVA_LCO’s_ facility, we en-
countered a hostile reception which included chants
and billboards.

Following the trip, our representatives de-
briefed senior management on their findings and
observations.

After careful consideration, we decided not to
pursue the project further and notified our consor-
tium partners 1n the last few weeks.

Thank you for the opportunity to clarify our po-
sition.

Yours faithfully.

Choa Wei Keong

Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Footsoldiers Declare War On NDC Stingy CEOs
...Call On President Mahama To Reshuffle Them

Rising Mobile Money Scams

he general public
is demanding to
know why fraud-
sters are using
Telecel (formerly
Vodafone) numbers to scam
unsuspecting individuals
through mobile money
(MoMo) fraud.

Failing to understand this
trend, the public is calling on
the government, through the
National Communications
Authority (NCA), to immedi-
ately investigate Telecel re-
garding these fraudulent
activities.

Many suspect that certain
Telecel employees may be
colluding with the fraudsters
in these ongoing criminal op-
erations.

They pointed out that
whenever fraudsters hack an
individual's mobile money ac-
count, they ty}f)lcally rovide
a Telecel number to the victim
and instruct them to transfer
the demanded funds to it.

For incident, on Wednes-
day, September 2, 2026,
fraudsters hacked the mobile

phone account of a prominent
chief in the Ga State.

They used his phone
number to demand GHC400
from unsuspecting individu-
als, instructing them to send
the money to the Telecel num-
ber 0502643181 under the ac-
count name Amanda Ali.

The Africa TODAY
NEWS newspaper provided
the text of the message sent
by the fraudsters

Good evening. I hope you
are doing well. Could you
please assist me by sending
400 GHS to someone right
now? I will pay you back to-
morrow. Please send it to this
Vodafone number:
0502643181, registered under
Amanda Ali."

As highlghted by MT-
NGhana, “DO NOT SEND
MONEY IMMEDI-

ATELY!”Users on social plat-
forms advise that “if you
receive an urgent message
from a friend asking for
money, pause and call to ver-
ify before transferring funds.

s President John Dramani Ma-

hama prepares for a major

reshuffle of CEOs of state insti-

tutions, a parallel list is gaining

traction online. Not from the
Office of the President, but from party
foot-soldiers on social media.

On Facebook and WhatsApp platforms
groups of NDC, grassroots activists are cir-
culating what they call the “Stingy CEOs
List” — a compilation of heads o% SOEs and
public agencies they claim have abandoned
the base since their appointment.

Even though their criteria has little to do
with audited accounts or KPIs, Analysts say
their stance are very much respected by the
corridors of power.

According to dozens of posts monitored
by the Expos¢ Newspaper and senaradioon-
line.com following Dr. Callistus’ release, a
CEO lands on the list if he or she:

1. Does not pick calls from constituency
executives and foot-soldiers

2. Has never supported funerals, wed-
dings or branch activities

3. Sacked perceived party people and re-
placed them with “outsiders”

4. Is tight-fisted when foot-soldiers visit
the office for “transport”

One viral post on Facebook read: “Some
CEOs think the job is their personal property.
They were struggling like us in opposition
but now they don’t even give us water when
we visit. They must go.”

Another on WhatsApp platform listed

"

about 8 institutions by category — without
naming individuals — claiming their CEOs
“have built walls around themselves” and
“will make us lose 2028 if they stay.”

The list is already causing tension. While
some party communicators like Elikem Ko-
toko argue it reflects genuine frustration of
the base who toiled for victory, others warn it
risks turning a technocratic performance re-
view into a popularity contest.

CEOs who have featured prominently in
all platforms are Madam Justina Nelson who
is CEO.of Minerals and Income Fund
(MIIF), Director General of NCA, Rev Ed-
mund Fianko.

The rest are CEO of Ghana Free Zones
Authority Dr. Mary Awusi and CEO of VRA
Edward Obeng Kenzo, Director General of
Lotteries , Mohammed Abdul-Salam, among
others.

Meanwhile, the Presidency has said the
impending changes form part of a broader re-
organisation to strengthen management, im-
prove coordination and enhance performance
across the public sector. President Mahama
has previously emphasized competence, ac-
countability and commitment as the bench-
mark for his appointees.

But for the foot-soldiers, competence in-
cludes taking care of the base.

“Performance is not only grammar and
big English on TV. If your people are hungry
and you are stingy, you are failing the party,”
a popular grassroots page, Foot
Soldiers , said.

Political analysts say President
Mahama will have to balance both.
Retaining only loyal but underper-
forming CEOs will hurt the SOE
debt crisis, but ignoring the base
completely could demoralize the
structures ahead of the 2028 elec-
tions.

For now, the “Stingy List” is
unofficial, unverified, and con-
stantly being edited in the comment
sections. But in Ghanaian politics,
what starts on social media as a
joke often ends up on the desk of
decision-makers.

Stay tuned for the list of “good
and retained” CEOs in our next
publication.
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Roads and Drainage Chal

he Member of Parlia-
ment (MP) for the
Anyaa Sowutuom
Constituency in the
Greater Accra Region,
Honourable Emmanuel Tobbin,
has expressed excitement and
fully backed the residents of A-
Lang, Santa Maria, Awoshie,
and Antieku, who demonstrated
on Wednesday, September 2,
2026, to demand accountability
from political leaders and gov-
ernment officials over worsening
road and drainage challenges in
their communities.

Honourable Tobbin noted that
although the residents did not offi-
cially submit their petition to him,
he read their concerns in a petition
Eresented to the Municipal Chief

xecutive (MCE) of the Ga Cen-
tral Municipal Assembly on social
media.

He expressed excitement about
their initiative to voice their griev-
ances to the current government."

The demonstrators didn't peti-
tion me directly, but I am officially
aware that they will be holding a
demonstration," the MP stated. "I
did not want to participate in the

rotest itself, as I did not want it to
ook like a political demonstration.

However, I truly share their
sentiments and support their move
to demand action on proper
drainage and jpoor roads within the
constituency." According to the
MP, the residents' demands are
both realistic and long overdue.

He emphasized that the
demonstration is a step in the right
direction.

The MP lamented that even
minor rainfall causes severe flood-
ing in some communities within
the constituency, destroying liveli-
hoods and business activities.

He stressed that urgent action
must be taken to manage these on-
going flooding disasters and safe-
guard the constituency.

Honourable Emmanuel Tobbin
also stated that tackling the flood-
1n% disaster is not something an
MP can do alone.

He explained that the problem
is massive and requires urgent
government intervention.

Finally, the MP pledged his
continued commitment to pushing
for measures that address the resi-
dents' concerns regarding poor
road networks, drainage chal-
lenges, and other pressing issues
affecting the livelthoods of the
people 1n his constituency.

t would recalled that thou-
sands of residents from A-Lang,
Santa Maria, Awirshie, and
Antieku have staged a massive
demonstration to demand account-
ability from political leaders and
government officials over worsen-
ing road and drainage challenges
in their communities.

Under the theme "Operation
Fix Our Roads and Drainage Sys-
tems," the protestors marched

through the principal streets of
their neighborhoods to present a
etition to the Municipal Chief
xecutive (MCE) of the Ga Cen-
tral Municipal Assembly in Accra,
Mr Emmanuel Nii Adotey Allotey.

The demonstrators held the
Assembly accountable for the lack
of government budgetary alloca-
tions, which are desperately
needed for social and infrastruc-
tural development projects.

According to the protestors,
the government has completely
neglected their communities.

They lamented that perennial
flooding has devastated local
livelihoods, causing residents to
lose valuable property to annual
water disasters.

The residents bemoaned the
persistent flooding and called on
the Municipal Assembly to take
urgent, lasting action to address
the drainage challenges in their
communities.

The residents reiterated that
years of recurring floods have re-
sulted in significant damage to
homes, vehicles and other prop-
erty, while previous interventions
have failed to provide a lasting so-
lution to the problem.

According to the residents, re-
cent rains caused floodwaters to
enter several homes, destroying
household items and damaging ve-
hicles.

One resident who said he had

lived in the area for nearly 30
ears described the situation as a
ongstanding problem that succes-
sive governments and authorities

had failed to resolve.

He said the recent flooding
had reached significant levels in
some homes, damaging televi-
sions, household belongings and
other property residents had ac-
quired over the years.

“Most of us, our rooms were
flooded, even above my height
level. Your TVs, the properties
that you've invested in for years,
are almost gone,” he said.

He added that several vehicles
were also affected, with some resi-
dents reporting damage to their car
engines.

Residents demand proper
storm drains

The protesters are calling for
the construction of larger and
properly designed storm drains ca-
pable of carrying large volumes of
rainwater.

They say the existing drainage
system 1s inadequate to cope with
the amount of water generated
during heavy rainfall, resulting in
flooding of homes and roads.

The residents also want the
Assembly to develop a permanent
solution rather than continue with
temporary measures whenever

lenges

flooding occurs.

Some of the protesters also
raised concerns about a develop-
ment project in the area, alleging
that the reclamation and filling of
a section of land may have af-
fected the natural flow of water
and contributed to the flooding.

Another resident claimed that
a section which previously served
as a channel for water had been
filled and that construction had
taken place on the reclaimed area.

He said residents were con-
cerned about the potential impact
of the development on drainage in
the community.

The resident stressed, how-
ever, that he was not an engineer
and was relying on concerns re-
portedly raised by engineers.

He said the matter had been
brought to the attention of relevant
state institutions, including the
Auditor-General and other inves-
tigative authorities, for possible
examination.

The protesters are demanding
that the relevant authorities inves-
tigate the drainage situation and
establish the causes of the recur-
ring floods.

They also want authorities to
determine whether developments
in the area have affected existin
waterways and drainage channels.

According to one of the resi-
dents, technical officials had pre-
viously warned that failure to
address the drainage situation
could result in continued flooding
whenever it rains.

The protesters say the issue
should be treated as a develop-
ment concern rather than a politi-
cal matter.

They stressed that after elec-
tions, their expectation is for
elected representatives and the As-
sembly to focus on providing in-
frastructure and addressing
challenges affecting residents.

Call for urgent intervention

Residents from communities
including Santa Maria and Sowu-
tuom say they have endured re-
peated flooding for years and are
demanding immediate intervention
before further rains cause more
destruction.

They are calling for properly
engineered and adequately sized
drainage infrastructure, improved
water channels and a comprehen-
sive solution to prevent floodwa-
ters from entering homes and
damaging property.

Tl%e rgespiderr)lts Ztated that they
are prepared to continue pressing
the authorities until a permanent
solution is found to what they de-
scribe as one of the most persistent
challenges facing communities in
the municipality.
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Mahama Ayariga Deploys Drones

...10 Assess Decades-0Old Jamestown Waste Heap

he government has
begun using drone
technology to deter-
mine the volume of
the waste heap that
has accumulated at Jamestown
for more than 50 years, as
preparations intensify to clear
the site.

Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Chieftaincy and Religious
Affairs, Mahama Ayariga, said the
scientific assessment will help
government determine the equip-
ment, number of trucks and time
required to complete the evacua-
tion.

“We at Local Government we
are equally ready, we are just
waiting for His Excellency the
President to return and then we
will firm up the program and he
will come and lead us in the exer-
cise,” Mr Ayariga stated.

He said Zoomlion has offered
technical assistance for the exer-
cise, with technicians already
using drones to capture the size
and volume of the waste heap.

“This morning the reason why
we are here is that we want to
commission an evaluation of the
volume of the waste that has piled
up. So Zoomlion offered to pro-
vide some technical assistance,”
he said.

“They started working yester-
day, they are flying drones to pick
their volumes. You know that
technology has gotten to a point
where you can fly drones and then
the drones can capture the area
and then be able to calculate and
give you the volume of waste that
has piled up,” he explained.

Mr Ayariga said the data will
allow government to plan the
evacuation scientifically and de-
termine how many trucks and
trips will be required.

“The reason why we need that
information is to also be able to
determine how much equipment
we need and how many working
days or weeks or months we need
to be able to accomplish this task.
So if you have hundred cubic me-
ters of material and then your
trucks can convey, each truck
takes five cubic meters, you can
just divide hundred by five and
then that gives you an indication
of how many trucks or trips you
have to undertake to be able to
dislodge this. So scientifically we
can plan with that information,”
he stated.

The minister said government
will also appeal to contractors to
contribute equipment and man-
power by taking responsibility for
specific volumes of waste rather
than providing funds to the state.

“Because their position is that

we won’t give you our equipment,
we won’t give you our trucks, we
won’t give you money, show us
what you want to evacuate and we
will do it ourselves. They will be
more efficient doing it than saying
that they should give money to the
state to do it and we don’t even
want their money, we just want
them to come and we show them
and say okay this is the heap, you
say you will do one thousand, we

are watching you do the one thou-
sand for us. He as a contractor
will know exactly what to do,” he
stated.

Mr Ayariga further said the
initiative will be extended to min-
ing companies and major busi-
nesses as part of their corporate
social responsibility.

“And}%’m gonna carry this
campaign to the mining compa-
nies, [’'m gonna carry this cam-
paign to major industrial

establishments so that we will
offer them the opportunity to par-
ticipate. So a company like let’s
say Newmont Goldfields can say I
will evacuate one thousand cubic
meters of waste for the country.
Now either they bring their eqtlllip-
ment from their mine during the
weekend when they are not min-
ing and come and then evacuate
or they can decide to contract an-
other contractor, say okay let’s
enter nto an agreement, evacuate
X amount,” he said.

He added that other major
companies could similarly con-
tribute by taking responsibility for
evacuating specified portions of
the waste.

“That’s what we have commit-
ted to evacuate as our corporate
social responsibility. Same wa
with MTN, MTN can decide that
the twenty million that you have
rejected will come and then evac-
uate, will come and evacuate
waste with it to compensate for
what our country has done. So for
us we want the waste evacuated,
whoever comes and evacuates, we
will give you a heap of waste to
evacuate for us,” he added.

Local Governance Seek For Peace And
Harmony For A Successful Regime-
Oboguman Hemaa To MCE.

he Paramount Queen Mother of

Obogu Traditional Area, Nana

Afua Opokua II, is cautioning the

Municipal Chief Executive of the

Asante Akyem South Municipality
of the Ashanti Region, Hon. Maame Sarfoah
Appiah to allow peace and Co- Existence in
her ruin as a political leader in the area.

The Queen Mother’s caution comes at the
back of a renewed rivalry tension between the
MCE and the Boys believe to be an opposition
Boys at Obogu a community in the Asante

Akyem South Municipality.

The renewed tension was triggered when 4
persons claiming to be national security offi-
cers with the municipal chief executive Hon.
Maame Sarfoa Appiah invaded the obogu
township beating the boys who they believe
nis in opposition to the MCE which led 3 per-
sons injured on Sunday 23rd August, 2026.

One of the injured persons Oscar Aniakwa
speaking to the media said, the initially as-

sorted his senior brother Akwasi Ampofo on

allegation of careless Driving and have also slaps the

MCE on the road upon confronted.

Mr. Oscar Aniakwa further said, the men’s accusa-
tions was unfounded hence they stood in the defense and
prevented them from their brother whom they have mer-
cilessly beaten and trying to him up with them to an un-

known place, brought the incident.

Granting media interview on the incident, Nana Afia
Pokua II said, she has not witnessed such barbaric and

uncalled for situation like this in their enclave hence the

MCE should put herself together to allow peace and har-

mony to exist between the Obogu Township so she can
pursue ruling as the MCE in the Municipality.

She also called on the government and the party lead-
ership of the NDC to called Hon. Maame Sarfoah Ap-

piah, the Municipal Chief Executive of the Asante

Akyem South Municipality to order or else she will make
the government unpopular in the Municipality.
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Ga Central Residents Petition CHRA.J And EOCO
...0Over Unauthorized Land Reclamation and Flooding

housands of residents living in Santa
Maria, Auntie Aku, and surrounding
communities within the Ga Central
Municipality have petitioned

Commission on Human Rights and Adminis-
trative Justice (CHRAJ) and the Economic and Or-
ganised Crime Office (EOCO).

The group urging the two key public institu-
tions in Ghana that deal with governance, anti-cor-
ruption, and law enforcement,to urgently
commission an independent investigation into
unauthorized land filling, reclamation, and con-
struction adjacent to the Ga Central Municipal As-
sembly, and its role in the persistent flooding of
Santa Maria and Auntie Aku.

In a petition intercepted by the Africa TODAY
NEWS newspaper, residents of Santa Maria, Aun-
tie Aku, and surrounding communities within the
Ga Central Municipality raised a matter of grave
public concern that goes beyond ordinary infra-
structural neglect and now touches directly on in-
stitutional accountability.

The two page petition was copied to Municipal
Chief Executive, Ga Central Municipal Assembly,
Presiding Member, Ga Central Municipal Assem-
bly, Member of Parliament, Anyaa-Sowutuom
Constituency, Greater Accra Regional Minister,
Ghana Hydrological Authority

National Disaster Management Organisation
(NADMO) and all Local Media Houses.

The statted afilling station project is currently
under construction immediately beside the Ga
Central Municipal Assembly.

It noted that no member of the public has been
able to establish with certainty whether the land is
government-owned or private property, whether
statutory permits were obtained, or under what au-
thority the site was allocated and developed.

Startling Admission

During a site inspection to investigate recur-
ring flooding, an engineer from the Ghana Hydro-
logical Authority admitted that land filling and
reclamation works—associated with both the Hy-
drological Authority and the Municipal Assem-
bly—contributed to the severe flooding that has
devastated local homes and businesses for years.

Institutional Contradiction

The petition notes that this is not a minor tech-
nical detail, but an admission that the very govern-
ment institutions mandated to safeguard drainage
and enforce building regulations may have author-
ized or participated in the activities causing the
disaster.

Evidence Available

The residents stated that an audio recording of
the engineer's statement was captured during the
inspection and is available to official offices upon
request to aid any investigation.

Below is the full version of the petition

CONCERNED RESIDENTS AND CITIZENS
OF SANTA MARIA, awoshi, kwashibu & AUN-
TIE AKU

Ga Central Municipality, Accra, Ghana

Tel: 0246404290 | Email: revthomaskofikor-
sah@gmail.com

14th August 2026

URGENT PETITION FOR INDEPEND-
ENT INVESTIGATION INTO UNAUTHO-
RISED LAND FILLING, RECLAMATION
AND CONSTRUCTION ADJACENT TO THE
GA CENTRAL MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AND
ITS ROLE IN THE PERSISTENT FLOODING
OF SANTA MARIA AND AUNTIE AKU

To:
The Executive Director, Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA), Ghana

The Executive Secretary, Lands Commission,
Ghana

The Chief Executive Officer, Land Use and
Spatial Planning Authority (LUSPA)

The Regional Director, Commission on
Human Rights and Administrative Justice
(CHRAJ)

The Executive Director, Economic and Organ-
ised Crime Office (EOCO)

The Auditor-General of Ghana

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: URGENT REQUEST FOR INDEPEND-
ENT INVESTIGATION — A FILLING STATION
PROJECT AND LAND RECLAMATION BE-
SIDE THE GA CENTRAL MUNICIPAL ASSEM-
BLY IDENTIFIED AS A CONTRIBUTING
CAUSE OF FLOODING AT SANTA MARIA
AND AUNTIE AKU

We write on behalf of the residents of Santa
Maria, Auntie Aku and surrounding communities
within the Ga Central Municipality to raise a mat-
ter of grave public concern that goes beyond ordi-
nary infrastructural neglect and now touches
directly on institutional accountability.

THE FACTS AS WE KNOW THEM

A filling station project is currently under con-
struction immediately beside the Ga Central Mu-
nicipal Assembly. To date, no member of the
public has been able to establish, with certainty,
whether the land in question is government land or
private property, whether the appropriate statutory
permits were obtained, or under what authority the
site was allocated and developed.

More seriously, during a site inspection con-
ducted in our community to investigate the cause
of the recurring flooding, an engineer from the
Ghana Hydrological Authority made a direct and
startling admission: that land filling and reclama-
tion works carried out in the vicinity — works he
associated with both the Hydrological Authority
and the Municipal Assembly — have contributed
to the flooding that has devastated our homes,
businesses and lives for years.

This is not a minor technical detail. It is, in ef-
fect, an admission from a government engineer
that the very institutions responsible for protecting
our community from flooding — an agency man-
dated to safeguard drainage and water bodies, and
the Assembly mandated to enforce planning and
building regulations — may themselves have au-
thorised or participated in the activity that caused
the disaster we have spent years petitioning them
to fix.

We wish to state, for the record, that an audio
recording of this statement was made during the
site inspection and is available to your office upon
request, should it assist your investigation.

WHY THIS DEMANDS INDEPENDENT
INVESTIGATION

If reclamation and land filling near a natural
drainage path were approved or carried out without
proper environmental and hydrological assessment,
this may constitute a direct violation of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Act, 1994 (Act 490)
and its permitting requirements.

If the land is government-owned, residents
have a right to know how and to whom it was allo-
cated for private commercial development, and
whether due process under the Lands Commis-
sion's mandate was followed.

If planning permission was granted for con-
struction on a site now linked by a government en-
gineer to community flooding, this raises serious
questions about the Assembly's own Physical Plan-
ning Department's due diligence — questions the
Assembly cannot credibly investigate on itself.

The fact that the institution allegedly impli-
cated (the Municipal Assembly) is also the body
residents have been petitioning for flood relief rep-
resents a direct conflict of interest that only an in-
dependent oversight body can resolve.

Residents deserve to know whether this is a
case of negligence, regulatory failure, or some-
thing more deliberate — and only a formal, inde-
pendent investigation can establish the truth..

OUR REQUEST

We respectfully and urgently request that your
institution:

Conduct an independent site inspection and
technical assessment of the filling station project
and surrounding reclaimed land, and its impact on
natural drainage and water flow in the area.

Establish and publicly disclose the ownership
status of the land — whether government, stool, or
private — and the process by which it was ac-
quired or allocated for this development.

Verify whether the appropriate Environmental
Impact Assessment, building permit, and planning
permission were obtained prior to construction,
and if not, take appropriate enforcement action.

Investigate the specific claim, attributed to a
Ghana Hydrological Authority engineer, that land
filling and reclamation activity linked to the Au-
thority and the Assembly contributed to the flood-
ing of Santa Maria and Auntie Aku.

Where wrongdoing, negligence or regulatory
breach is established, hold the responsible officers
and institutions accountable and compel immediate
remedial action to restore natural drainage in the
area.

Keep our community informed of the progress
and outcome of any investigation undertaken,
given that it is our lives, homes and safety that re-
main at risk.

Continued on page 7
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Why a candidate with aggregate 8 can be
placed ahead of one with 6 — CSSPS explains

he Coordinator of the Computerized

School Selection and Placement Sys-

tem (CSSPS), Sherif Sulemana, has

provided an explanation of how can-

didates are ranked and assigned to
their preferred Senior High Schools (SHS), pro-
grammes and residential options.

Speaking on the Joy FM Super Morning Show
on Thursday, September 3, Mr Sulemana said the
placement exercise begins by ranking candidates
according to their aggregate scores, after which
their selected schools, programmes and residential
preferences are matched against available vacan-
cies.

How Candidates Are Ranked

According to Mr Sulemana, the process begins
by arranging candidates from the highest-perform-
ing aggregate to the lowest.

He explained that candidates are ranked from
aggregate six through aggregate 54, with the rank-
ing covering the entire pool of candidates.

With approximately 620,000 candidates, the
system first establishes their position based on
their aggregate results before proceeding to match
them with their choices.

After candidates have been ranked, the CSSPS
considers the selections made by each student.
These choices include:

Preferred senior high school
Programme of study
Residential status, such as day or boarding

For example, a candidate may select Tamale
Senior High School, choose General Science and
request boarding.

The placement system then checks whether the
candidate’s aggregate is competitive enough to se-
cure one of the available slots for that particular
school, programme and residential category.

Mr Sulemana explained that the system essen-
tially matches a candidate’s academic performance
with the specific choices made during the school
selection exercise.

How Raw Scores Are Used to Break Ties

While the aggregate score serves as the pri-
mary basis for ranking, raw examination scores
can become important when two or more candi-
dates have the same aggregate and are competing
for limited spaces.

Mr Sulemana illustrated this with two candi-
dates who both obtain aggregate six and select the
same school, programme and boarding option.

If only one place remains, the system requires
another criterion to determine which candidate
gets the slot.

That is where the candidates’ raw scores are
used as a tie-breaker.

He stressed that raw scores do not replace ag-
gregate scores in the initial ranking. Instead, they
are considered when candidates are tied for the
same placement opportunity.

Why a Candidate With Aggregate Eight Could
Beat One With Aggregate Six

Mr Sulemana also addressed a situation that
may appear confusing to parents and candidates —
how a student with a higher aggregate number
could sometimes secure a place ahead of another
student with a lower aggregate.

He explained that this can occur when candi-
dates are competing for the same school, pro-
gramme and residential category, and the raw

scores are required to determine the stronger can-
didate.

According to him, the grading system can
sometimes produce differences between a candi-
date’s raw marks and the grade received.

For instance, one student could score 60 marks
in a particular subject and receive a grade one if
that performance ranks highest among candidates,
while another student could score 90 marks but re-
ceive a lower grade because other candidates per-
formed even better.

In such circumstances, the candidate who
scored 90 has the higher raw score despite receiv-
ing a lower grade.

This is why the CSSPS can use raw marks to
provide a more detailed comparison when candi-
dates are competing for the same available slot.

Mr Sulemana noted that it is therefore possible

for a candidate with aggregate eight to ob-
tain a place ahead of another with an ag-
gregate of six if both are competing for the
same school, program, and residential op-
tion and the candidate with an aggregate of
eight has the stronger raw scores under the
tie-breaking process.

CSSPS Admits More Public Education
May Be Needed

The explanation has drawn attention to
the importance of understanding how raw
scores contribute to the placement exer-
cise.

Mr Sulemana acknowledged that the
CSSPS may need to intensify public edu-
cation on the issue, particularly because
many people focus primarily on aggregate
scores when assessing placement out-
comes.

He said there is a need to explain more
clearly how raw scores are used during the
placement process.

The CSSPS coordinator also acknowl-
edged broader concerns about the grading
system and disclosed that officials had pre-
viously discussed whether the system
should be reviewed.

He noted that the current approach can some-
times result in candidates with substantially differ-
ent raw marks receiving grades that do not appear
to directly reflect the difference in their actual
scores.

CSSPS Says Placement Exercise Is Ready

Mr Sulemana also assured candidates, parents,
and guardians that preparations for the 2026/2027
placement exercise were nearing completion.

Responding to questions about whether the
process was ready, he said the team was complet-
ing the final technical preparations ahead of the
scheduled release of the placement results on Fri-
day, September 4, 2026.

He assured the public that there was no need
for concern and that the CSSPS was ready to pub-
lish the results.

Ga Ceniral Residents Petition CHRAJ And EOCO

-..Over Unavthorized Land Reclamation and Flooding

...Cont’d from page 6

A REQUEST FOR URGENCY AND IM-
PARTIALITY

We are not making this appeal lightly. Our
community has endured years of flooding, has pe-
titioned every relevant local authority in good
faith, and has cooperated fully with every official
process, including the Ghana Hydrological Au-
thority's own inspection.

It is precisely because that inspection pro-
duced information implicating the very institu-
tions we have been petitioning that we now turn
to your offices for an independent, impartial and
thorough investigation — one that protects the
public interest above institutional reputation.

We are prepared to provide any further infor-
mation, testimony, or access your officers may re-
quire, including facilitating community meetings
and site visits.

We trust that your institution will treat this
matter with the seriousness and urgency it de-
serves, given the direct link that has been drawn

between this land development and the ongoing
threat to lives and property in our community.

We look forward to your acknowledgement
of this petition and to a prompt commencement of
investigations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter of
urgent public interest.

Yours faithfully,

Rev. Thomas Kofi Korsah

Lead Convener, Concerned Residents and
Citizens of Santa Maria & Auntie Aku

Tel: 0246404290 | Email:
revthomaskofikorsah@gmail.com

Ce=

The Municipal Chief Executive, Ga Central
Municipal Assembly

The Presiding Member, Ga Central Municipal
Assembly

The Member of Parliament, Anyaa-Sowu-
tuom Constituency

The Greater Accra Regional Minister

The Ghana Hydrological Authority

The National Disaster Management Organisa-
tion (NADMO)

All Local Media Houses
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nWe will observe Sanilalion

- Ayariga urges public 1o iake part

inister for Local

Government,

Chieftaincy and

Religious Affairs,

M ahama
Ayariga, has announced that this
Saturday will be observed as Na-
tional Sanitation Day, urging the
media and stakeholders to inten-
sify public education ahead of the
exercise.

Speaking during an engage-
ment, Mr Ayariga said many citi-
zens may simply need timely
reminders to participate in the exer-
cise.

“We will observe the sanitation
day this Saturday. So we are plead-
ing with all of you continue to edu-

Gov'l 1o

cate the public on the importance of
the sanitation day and then remind
the public. Very often it’s not that
they don’t want to do it but then
sometimes they forget,” he stated.

He called for public education
to begin immediately to ensure that
citizens are adequately reminded
before Saturday.

“So if we can start from today
educating and reminding people
that this is sanitation day,” he said.

Mr Ayariga further advocated
sustained paid advertising to keep
the sanitation exercise on the pub-
lic’s mind, particularly ahead of
each observance.

“So minister what we also need
to do is to have paid advertise-

50-year Jamesiown

ments. They are doing it. So paid
advertisement reminding people
every first week we start reminding
people of the sanitation day obser-

inister for Local
Government,
Chieftaincy and
Religious Affairs,
M ahama
Ayariga, has described the long-
standing  waste  heap  at
Jamestown as a problem that has
accumulated over more than five
decades, as government prepares
to mobilise resources to clear the
site.

Speaking during an inspection
of the area, Mr Ayariga said the
sheer height of the waste heap re-
flects the scale of the challenge fac-
ing the government.

“Of the enormity of the chal-
lenge and standing here you can see
how high we are above ground level
that gives you an indication of what
has piled up and this I believe has
piled up for more than fifty years,”
he stated.

He said his Ministry will collab-
orate with the Ministries of Roads
and Highways, Defence and Fi-
nance, while also involving the
Ministry of Environment, Science
and Technology, to mobilise the
equipment and resources needed to
evacuate the waste.

“The Ministry of Local Govern-
ment, Chieftaincy and Religious Af-
fairs is going to work with the
Ministry of Roads and Highways
and then the Ministry of Defence
and the Ministry of Finance. We
will also invite the Ministry of En-
vironment, Science and Technology
and essentially what we are going to
do is to mobilize national capacity
and I say national capacity because
I believe strongly that as a people
we have the capacity to surmount
this challenge which is to move
every waste that is lying here out of

this location to a location where it
should be,” he said.

Mr Ayariga said the government
has already identified the Adepa
landfill site at Nsawam as the desti-
nation for the waste following an in-
spection of the facility.

He said government will also
draw on equipment belonging to
contractors operating in the Greater
Accra, Eastern and Central regions,
particularly during weekends when
the machines are not in use.

The Local Government Min-
istry will additionally deploy equip-
ment under the District Road
Improvement Programme (DRIP)
to support the exercise.

“We are going to invite all con-
tractors in this country that are op-
erating within the radius of Greater
Accra, Eastern and then Central
whose equipment are close by and

vance so that they can come out and
then observe the sanitation day,” he
added.

By: Addo Dennis Adjei

mobilise mwme rmm;: ﬂ;:r

then also you know that the Min-
istry of Local Government we also
have our own equipment, the DRIP
equipment. The Mayor is here, the
DRIP equipment, we have at least
not less than a hundred trucks, we
have not less than sixteen excava-
tors and dozers and then loaders etc.
So we will mobilize ours first, then
we will invite all the contractors to
assist us with equipment during the
weekends when they are not at
site,” Mr Ayariga explained.

“They will assist us or those
who have equipment that are not ac-
tively on site so that we will start
the process of evacuating this waste
that has been lying here all these
decades out of this site and then re-
develop it,” he added.

Mr Ayariga said clearing the site
would be followed by redevelop-
ment to prevent the area from re-
turning to its current state.

However, he stressed that the
redevelopment would not involve
evicting residents who depend on
the area because of their proximity
to their places of work.

“Now if you do that and finish
and maintain this community, we
will have a problem because again
they will keep dumping. So we will
redevelop this area. When I say re-
develop, I don’t mean we will sack
the people. We will redevelop it by
taking some space there and then
developing low-cost housing facili-
ties. But these are people who are
providing services in the city and it
is convenient for them to live close
to where they provide the service,”
he stated.

By: Addo Dennis Adjei

Day this Saturday””
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Jamestown slum set for

inister for Local Govern-
ment, Chieftaincy and Reli-
gious Affairs, Mahama
Ayariga has proposed a high-
rise container housing proj-
ect for the Jamestown slum as part of plans
to redevelop the area after the evacuation of
the long-standing waste heap.

Mr Ayariga said government intends to work
with the private sector and development partners
to transform the area into livable spaces while
ensuring that residents are not simply displaced.

“What I think the state should do is to rede-
velop it into high rise you know livable spaces.
So we will mobilize support from the private
sector, mobilize support from our development
partners and design livable spaces,” he stated.

Mr Ayariga said the concept could allow a
large population currently occupying the area to
be accommodated on a much smaller portion of
land through vertical construction.

He used the example of stacking about 1,000
containers to illustrate how as many as 100,000
people could potentially be accommodated
within less than 10 percent of the available land.

“Look at you see if you look at this, for all
you know we have within this area about a hun-
dred thousand people. Now if you have one
thousand containers, one thousand containers
and you place them on one another and then you
create doors and windows and then internal pan-
eling and then you wired staircases, you can ac-
commodate this entire population in less than ten
percent of the land,” he said.

He explained that the proposed approach
would seek to reorganise the community verti-
cally rather than spread it across a large area,
stressing that the intention was not to simply re-
move residents from the location.

General News

“So they have no excuse, they can’t say that
you have sacked them. You haven’t sacked them,
you have just organized them in such a way that
they go vertical instead of this horizontal layout
that occupies the entire space,” Mr Ayariga ex-
plained.

The minister also said any redevelopment
would be carried out with due regard for human
rights principles and international protocols gov-
erning the management of slum communities.

“We don’t have human rights organizations
coming. I’'m a human rights person myself so I
know the principles governing how to manage
slum communities because there are interna-
tional human rights principles and protocols that

P. 09
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we must respect,” he stated.

He added that while residents would
be maintained within the redeveloped
area, some activities, including cattle
rearing, may no longer be permitted.

“But we must move everybody out of
the space and we must redevelop the
space. We will maintain them but there
are some economic activities that you
may no longer be able to engage in. Look
at the cattle rearing that is taking place
here. You know it’s like you can’t con-
tinue such activities in the area,” he
added.

Mr Ayariga further disclosed that Fi-
nance Minister Dr Cassiel Ato Forson had
indicated that government has plans to
create economic opportunities in the area
following its redevelopment.

“And the finance minister has assured
me that he has some very good plans for
the area if we’re able to clear it. In fact
we’ll create economic opportunities in the
same space where they were and then
they will also benefit by finding jobs at those lo-
cations that they used to rather use as slum set-
tlements,” he said.

He said the next step would be to engage
President John Dramani Mahama upon his return
from his international assignments to finalise the
programme and determine how the proposed
clearance and redevelopment would proceed.

“So when the president returns from his in-
ternational assignments I will sit with him, we
will firm up the program and then he will come
and lead us in the initiative to clear this out of
the place and to redevelop the place,” he stated.

By: Addo Dennis Adjei

C/R: NDC has dedared Gomoa iis enemy; We will
also declare NDC our enemy — Gomoa Chiefs

he Nananom of Gomoa

——m

in the Central Region
have accused the ruling
National Democratic
Congress (NDC) gov-
ernment of declaring the people of
Gomoa its enemies, warning that
they will also regard the NDC as an
enemy if the situation persists.
According to the Public Relations
Officer (PRO) of the Gomoa Aju-
mako Traditional Council, Nana Idan
IX, the government has allegedly
taken sides with the people of Effutu
in the ongoing land dispute and is
supporting efforts to take over lands
belonging to Gomoa.
Speaking to the media, Nana Idan
IX said their Member of Parliament,

Kwame Asare Obeng, popularly
known as A-Plus, had informed them

—I_CMK

that the NDC government had de-
clared Gomoa its enemy.

He said the people of Gomoa
would consequently regard the NDC
as their enemy if the alleged situation
continued.

Meanwhile, Nananom have is-
sued a one-week ultimatum to the po-
lice and other security agencies to
arrest a suspect they accuse of shoot-
ing and killing a man identified as
Abeiku during the recent Gomoa-Ef-
futu conflict.

The traditional authorities identi-
fied the suspect as Muzambiru, also
known as Tupac, and alleged that he
was involved in the killing of inno-
cent people during the incident.

Nananom are therefore calling on
the security agencies to take immedi-
ate action to arrest the suspect and en-
sure that he is brought before the law.

Source: Nana Ansah Matthew
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Breasifeeding Reduce Breast Cancer Risk but

Does Not Eliminaie the Disease - Experis

reastfeeding can
lower a woman’s
risk of breast cancer,
but it does not make
her immune to the
disease, Dr Beatrice Wiafe Addai,
President of Breast Care Interna-
tional, has said.

Speaking during a West African
Journalists for Environment, Sci-
ence, Health & Agriculture (WAJE-
SHA) webinar for journalists across
West Africa on the theme, Breast
Cancer & Breastfeeding in West
Africa: Understanding the Data,
Trends, Risks & Best Practices, Dr
Wiafe Addai warned that breast
changes during pregnancy and
breastfeeding should not be dis-
missed without medical assess-
ment.

“A breastfeeding woman can
still develop breast cancer,” she told
participants, stressing that a persist-
ent lump or suspicious change
needs prompt investigation.

The warning comes amid con-
cern about late diagnosis in West
Africa, where cost, distance, misin-
formation and limited access to di-
agnostic services continue to affect
breast-cancer outcomes.

Breast cancer is the leading
cancer affecting women in Ghana.
IARC/WHO GLOBOCAN 2022
estimates, presented by Dr Wiafe
Addai, put the number of new cases
in Ghana at 5,026 in 2022, with an
estimated 2,491 deaths.

Across Western Africa, the
presentation estimates 41.6 new
breast cancer cases and 22.3 deaths
for every 100,000 women.

Lower risk, not no risk

Dr Wiafe Addai said breastfeed-
ing remains one of the most impor-
tant interventions for maternal and
child health and is associated with
a modest reduction in breast-cancer
risk.

Evidence reviewed by the Inter-
national Agency for Research on
Cancer indicates that the risk may
fall by about 2% for every addi-
tional five months of breastfeeding
over a woman'’s lifetime. Another
estimate cited in the presentation
puts the reduction at about 4% for
every 12 months of cumulative
breastfeeding.

The possible protective effect is
linked to changes in hormone expo-
sure and breast tissue during preg-

nancy and lactation. But, she said,
the effect must be explained care-
fully. Breastfeeding lowers risk; it
does not eliminate it.

A woman who is pregnant,
breastfeeding or recently gave birth
can still develop breast cancer.
Changes associated with pregnancy
and lactation — including breast
density, engorgement, nodularity,
mastitis and milk-filled cysts — can
also make it more difficult to iden-
tify a suspicious lump.

Dr Wiafe Addai said women
should not automatically assume
that a persistent breast change is
caused by milk production, a
blocked duct or mastitis.

Warning signs can include a
breast lump, an abnormal nipple
discharge, dimpling of the skin,
nipple flattening or retraction, an
ulcer, a change in breast size or
shape, or a lump in the armpit.

Do not delay assessment

A breastfeeding woman should
not be told to wait until breastfeed-
ing ends before a suspicious symp-
tom is investigated, Dr Wiafe Addai
said.

Ultrasound is often the first im-
aging test for a palpable breast mass
during pregnancy or lactation.
Mammography can also be used
where clinically indicated, she said,
noting that breastfeeding alone
should not prevent necessary diag-
nostic imaging.

If required, a biopsy can help
establish a diagnosis. The belief
that a biopsy spreads cancer is one
of several myths that can delay
care.

Dr Wiafe Addai listed other
common misconceptions: that
breast cancer is caused by witch-
craft or evil spirits; that it is a curse
or fate; that it cannot be treated; and
that women die as a result of mas-
tectomy.

She urged journalists to report
on such beliefs without ridiculing
patients or their families, while pro-
viding accurate information about
the need for timely care.

Late presentation is one of the
most serious obstacles to better
breast-cancer outcomes, according
to the presentation.

Women may delay seeking help
because they lack information, fear
stigma, cannot afford tests or treat-
ment, live far from specialist serv-
ices, or receive inadequate
counselling and support.

Dr Wiafe Addai called on jour-
nalists to look beyond awareness
campaigns and examine the path-
way from the first symptom to
treatment.

That includes asking whether
women can afford diagnostic serv-
ices, how far they have to travel,
whether pathology is available,
how long results take, and whether
surgery, chemotherapy, radiother-

apy and essential medicines can be
accessed.

For breastfeeding mothers, it
also means asking whether they are
assessed promptly and whether in-
fant-feeding counselling is avail-
able alongside cancer care.

Treatment, protecting mothers
and children

If breast cancer is diagnosed,
treatment and breastfeeding deci-
sions must be made individually, Dr
Wiafe Addai said.

The type and stage of cancer,
surgery, chemotherapy, radiother-
apy, hormonal treatment and tar-
geted therapy can all affect what is
possible. Some medicines can pass
into breast milk and may require
breastfeeding to be interrupted or
stopped.

For survivors, breastfeeding
may still be possible in some cir-
cumstances. Surgery and radiother-
apy can affect milk production in
the treated breast, while the other
breast may produce enough milk
for some women.

She said women need individ-
ual counselling from oncology and
maternity teams rather than as-
sumptions about what they can or
cannot do.

Dr Wiafe Addai said protecting
women’s breast health should go
hand in hand with supporting
breastfeeding.

WHO and Unicef recommend
starting breastfeeding within an
hour of birth, exclusively breast-
feeding for the first six months, in-
troducing appropriate
complementary foods from six
months and continuing breastfeed-
ing up to two years or beyond.

Breastfeeding supports infant
nutrition and health, while also of-
fering mothers a modest reduction
in breast-cancer risk.

But, she said, women must be
supported to seek breast-cancer
care without fear, stigma or finan-
cial hardship.

She called for stronger breast-
health services at primary level, im-
proved diagnostic and pathology
capacity, better referral systems,
wider access to surgery and cancer
treatment, and efforts to reduce the
financial burden on patients.

Breastfeed if possible, she said.
Know your breasts. Do not ignore
a persistent change. Seek assess-
ment early.



undreds of residents
of Akyem Hemang, a
farming community
in the Fanteakwa
South District of the
Eastern Region, have called on
local authorities—including the
District Chief Executive (DCE),
the Member of Parliament
(MP), and the District Police
Commander—to investigate the
circumstances surrounding the
fatal shooting of Mr. Douglas
Acheampong by personnel of the
National Anti-Illegal Mining Op-
erations Secretariat (NAIMOS)
during an operation.

Douglas Acheampong was al-
legedly shot dead at about 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, 26 August 2026 ,
in the Fanteakwa South District,
according to accounts from com-
munity members.

According to community
sources cited by local media, the
incident began when military per-
sonnel attached to Operation
NAIMOS stopped at Akyem He-
mang and confronted a resident,
Kwaku Kwebia, who was speak-

ing on his mobile phone.

The residents demanded that
local authorities ensure those re-
sponsible for the heinous act are
held accountable, serving as a de-
terrent to others.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, the spokesperson for the res-
idents of Akyem Hemang, Mr.
Kwadjo Asiedu popular%y known
as Power, called for justice for the
deceased.

"We need nothing but justice
for their loss and an update on the
investigation into the shooting.
According to him, military person-
nel were %)assing through the com-
munity after an operation when
they spotted a resident, Kwaku
Kwebia, an immigration officer
dressed in plain clothes, talking on
the phone.

The officers, who were in four
V8 Land Cruisers and a pickup
truck, reportedly stoppe({) and ac-
cused Kwebia of acting as an in-
formant because of his phone call.

They allegedly approached
him and demanded that he hand
over his mobile phone. Kwebia
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denied the allegation, explaining
that he was speaking to his
brother, and resisted handing over
the phone.

This situation allegedly an-
1%ered the officers, who began
eckling him and attempting to
force him into one of the vehicles.

The incident reportedly at-
tracted the attention of other resi-
dents, including Kwaku Kwebia’s
sister, who stepped in to prevent
her brother from being taken away
by blocking the vehicle's entrance.
Douglas Acheampong also joined
the effort to protect Kwebia and
reportedly engaged in a heated
confrontation with the officers.
Consequently, the officers al-
legedly fired several warning shots
to disperse the growing crowd.

According to reports, Acheam-
pong was fleeing the scene with
other residents after the warnin
shots were fired when he was al-
legedly shot from behind at close
range.

The bullet entered through his
back and exited through his stom-
ach, killing him instantly. The offi-
cers left the scene immediately
after the shooting.

Abdul Kareem, the Operations
Manager of Narawa Mining Com-
pany, stated that management is
calling on the appropriate authori-
ties to conduct a thorough investi-
gation into the circumstances
surrounding Douglas Acheam-
pong’s death.

He urged them to ensure those
responsible are held accountable,
pleading for a proper investigation
to secure justice for the late
Acheampong.

The the chief of Akyem He-
mang, Osaberima Mirrikissi Oka-
sum Apori Atta expressed that the
fatal shooting has deeply con-
cerned and devastated local resi-
dents as they seek answers.

While demanding justice for
the deceased, the traditional
leader called for a proper investi-
gation and pleaded with the town's
youth to remaincalm.
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