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The Ghana Private 
Road Transport 
Union and the Ghana 
Road Transport Coor-
dinating Council have 
formally petitioned 

the Ministry of Transport for a review of 
public transport fares, amid fresh in-
creases in the prices of petroleum prod-
ucts. 

In a joint communication issued on 
Thursday, September 3, the two transport 
organisations explained that their request 
had been submitted in accordance with 
the Administrative Instrument that regu-
lates the determination and periodic re-
view of public transport fares.  

The organisations said the request 
forms part of the established consultative 
arrangement through which fares are as-
sessed, with consideration given to the 
various operational expenses incurred by 
commercial road transport operators. 

According to the GPRTU and 
GRTCC, discussions with the Ministry 
of Transport are expected to begin 
shortly, after which the outcome of the 
consultations will be formally communi-
cated to the public. 

The two groups have consequently 
appealed to drivers, station masters, 
transport owners and commuters to re-

main composed and refrain from imple-
menting or paying any unapproved fare 
increases while the consultation process 

is underway. 
Their intervention comes as 

petroleum prices recorded fresh in-

creases from Tuesday, September 1, with 
petrol, diesel and liquefied petroleum gas 
all coming under upward pressure. 

COPEC had projected that petrol 
would rise to approximately GH¢16.21 
per litre from an earlier mean pump price 
of GH¢15.43, representing an estimated 
increase of about five per cent. Diesel 
was projected to reach roughly 
GH¢17.61 per litre from GH¢17.17, 
equivalent to an estimated rise of 2.58 
per cent, while LPG was expected to in-
crease to about GH¢14.19 per kilo-
gramme.  

The latest development is expected 
to intensify discussions around the cost 
of operating commercial vehicles, partic-
ularly as fuel remains one of the princi-
pal expenses confronting transport 
operators. 

However, the GPRTU and GRTCC 
have made it clear that any adjustment to 
public transport fares will follow the pre-
scribed consultation process, with the 
final decision expected to be announced 
after engagements with the Ministry of 
Transport.

Give Us Higher Lorry Fares!

Tampuli Demands CJ’s Resignation Over ‘Political’ Talk

Gushegu Member of 
Parliament Alhas-
san Tampuli has 
accused Chief Jus-
tice Paul Baffoe 
Bonnie of entering 

Ghana’s partisan political discourse 
and has urged him to relinquish his ju-
dicial office if he intends to participate 
actively in politics. 

Mr Tampuli’s criticism follows re-
marks attributed to the Chief Justice 
during visits to public institutions on 
Wednesday, September 2, when Jus-
tice Baffoe Bonnie commended devel-
opments at the Minerals Income 
Investment Fund and other state enti-
ties under the current administration. 

The Chief Justice reportedly ex-
pressed surprise at the progress he had 
witnessed, asking what Ghana had 
been doing during the preceding eight 
years. The comments have since trig-
gered criticism from elements within 
the opposition New Patriotic Party, 
who contend that such observations 
could create an impression of political 
alignment.  

Mr Tampuli argued that the Chief 
Justice occupies a constitutional posi-
tion that demands exceptional neutral-
ity, particularly because political 
disputes can eventually come before 
the courts for determination. 

He questioned the appropriateness 
of the Chief Justice appearing to com-
pare the performance of public institu-
tions under the present National 

Democratic Congress administration 
with that of the previous NPP govern-
ment. 

The legislator argued that the Judi-
ciary could be placed in a difficult po-
sition if litigants perceive its leadership 
as having already formed political 
opinions before disputes reach the 
courts. 

The NPP has subsequently intensi-
fied the criticism, formally demanding 
that Justice Baffoe Bonnie withdraw 
what it considers partisan political 
statements or resign from the position 
of Chief Justice and join the NDC 
openly. 

In a statement issued on Thursday, 
September 3 and signed by General 
Secretary Justin Kodua Frimpong, the 
opposition party said it had watched 
the video containing the Chief Jus-
tice’s remarks with profound concern 
and accused him of speaking in a man-
ner inconsistent with the expected con-
duct of the head of the Judiciary. 

The party argued that a Chief Jus-
tice’s primary allegiance must be to the 
Constitution rather than to any presi-
dent, political organisation or govern-
mental programme. 

The NPP further questioned com-
ments attributed to the Chief Justice 
concerning his desire to support the 
success of President John Dramani 
Mahama’s administration, especially 
against the backdrop of ongoing pros-
ecutions involving individuals associ-
ated with the opposition under the 

government’s Operation Recover All 
Loot initiative. 

The party also alleged that the Ju-
diciary under Justice Baffoe Bonnie 
had demonstrated undue favour toward 
the governing administration while ex-
hibiting excessive severity toward op-
position figures. It cited the issuance 
of vacation warrants in cases involving 
NPP members and specifically referred 
to the incarceration of Ashanti Re-
gional Chairman Bernard Antwi 
Boasiako, popularly known as Chair-

man Wontumi. 
Beyond the question of political 

neutrality, the NPP criticised the con-
dition of judicial infrastructure and 
working environments, arguing that 
significant challenges within the court 
system remain unresolved. 

The party maintained that the 
Chief Justice should be concentrating 
on institutional reforms, including 
measures to address delays in the ad-
ministration of justice, rather than 
making statements that could be inter-

preted as political commentary. 
The controversy has consequently 

widened into a broader debate over ju-
dicial independence, constitutional 
neutrality and the boundaries of public 
commentary by senior judicial offi-
cers. Legal scholar Professor Kwaku 
Asare has also cautioned the Chief Jus-
tice against public remarks that could 
reasonably be interpreted as partisan 
political assessments. 

…GPRTU, GRTCC Demand More as Fuel Prices Rise 



COCMAG Introduces GH¢12 Temporary 
Surcharge as Tema Port Congestion Drives 

Up Cement Industry Costs
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The Chamber of 
Cement Manu-
facturers, Ghana 
(COCMAG) has 
announced a 
temporary sur-

charge of GH¢12 on each bag of ce-
ment to help manufacturers absorb 
mounting clinker demurrage ex-
penses arising from severe conges-
tion at the Tema Port. 

The decision was reached at an 
emergency meeting on Friday, Au-
gust 28, 2026, as cement producers 
contend with prolonged vessel de-
lays, restricted berth access and 
sharply escalating operational ex-
penditure. The development has re-
newed concerns about the potential 
effect of port congestion on cement 
supply and construction activity 
across Ghana.  

According to COCMAG, the ad-
ditional charge comprises GH¢10 
before taxation, together with GH¢2 
representing applicable taxes and 

levies. The Chamber has, however, 
stressed that the measure should not 
be regarded as a conventional in-
crease in the underlying price of ce-
ment. Instead, it is intended as a 
temporary mechanism to recover ex-
ceptional expenses generated by ex-
tended vessel waiting periods at the 
port. 

The Chamber disclosed that the 
average waiting period for vessels 
carrying clinker has deteriorated 
considerably, rising from approxi-
mately seven days in January to be-
tween 30 and more than 40 days by 
August 2026. Consequently, manu-
facturers across the sector are esti-
mated to have accumulated between 
US$45 million and US$50 million in 
demurrage costs during the first 
eight months of the year, while indi-
vidual vessels are reportedly attract-
ing charges ranging from 
US$800,000 to approximately US$1 
million.  

The worsening situation has been 

compounded by limited berth avail-
ability at the Tema Port, where COC-
MAG says only three principal 
berths are presently accessible for 
clinker discharge. Berths 10 and 11 
remain unavailable to cement im-
porters and manufacturers, thereby 
placing additional pressure on an al-
ready constrained port operation. 

COCMAG Chairman Frederic 
Albrecht and Chief Executive Offi-
cer Bishop Dr George Dawson Ah-
moah have warned that the 
continued disruption could threaten 
the reliability of clinker supplies, 
which are essential to domestic ce-
ment production. Should the delays 
persist, shipment cycles could stretch 
to almost three months, creating the 
possibility of interruptions to cement 
availability and imposing further 
pressure on Ghana’s construction in-
dustry.  

The concerns come amid wider 
congestion challenges at the Tema 
Port. The Ghana Ports and Harbours 

Authority has recently acknowl-
edged operational pressures associ-
ated with increased cargo volumes 
and has introduced measures in-
tended to improve cargo movement 
and reduce delays. The Ghana Ship-
pers’ Authority also conducted a fact 
finding visit to the port on Septem-
ber 3 to assess congestion and ex-
plore measures to improve vessel 
turnaround and cargo clearance.  

COCMAG is consequently en-
gaging the Government of Ghana 
and the Ghana Ports and Harbours 
Authority in pursuit of immediate in-
terventions to ease the bottleneck. 
Among the measures being advo-
cated are shorter vessel waiting pe-
riods, expanded berth capacity and 
the restoration of access to Berths 10 
and 11 for vessels transporting 
clinker. 

The Chamber has made clear that 
the GH¢12 surcharge is not intended 
to become a permanent feature of ce-
ment pricing. It is scheduled to re-

main in force until December 31, 
2026, after which a formal assess-
ment will be undertaken in January 
2027. 

COCMAG has further indicated 
that it will evaluate the situation 
every month and could reduce, re-
vise or completely withdraw the sur-
charge if conditions at the Tema Port 
improve. Its stated objective is ulti-
mately to eliminate the extraordinary 
demurrage burden confronting man-
ufacturers and, in turn, remove the 
need for the additional charge. 

The development comes as au-
thorities continue efforts to improve 
Tema Port’s capacity. Recent dredg-
ing works involving several berths 
are expected to enable the facility to 
receive larger vessels and reduce de-
lays affecting companies that depend 
on imported clinker, potentially im-
proving efficiency and lowering 
some of the costs associated with ce-
ment production.  

 



Esi' Corner

Commercial drivers in 
Ghana often complain 
that they face serious in-
timidation from the po-
lice men and women 
who monitor roads aind 

highways to ensure compliance to the laws. 
They often complain of extortion, ha-

rassment, intimidation and abuse at the 
hands of the police personnel. 

One such incident is believed to have 
happened when a policewoman, Gifty Op-
pong, allegedly shot and killed a taxi driver 
at Tetegu near Weija 

She has now appeared before the 
Adabraka District Court charged with mur-
der. 

Oppong is accused of shooting and 
killing Edward Awuku Owusu, also known 
as Papa Kwesi, following a confrontation. 

The court did not take her plea and re-
manded her into lawful custody to reappear 
on February 25, 2026. 

Mr Raymond Felli, counsel for Oppong, 
prayed the court to admit his client to bail. 
The prosecution was led by Chief Inspector 
Josephine Asondek. 

In a statement, the Ghana Police Service 
said it was conducting investigations into 
the shooting incident, which occurred on 
January 19, 2026, around the Tetegu area 
near Weija. 

Preliminary investigations indicated that 
the victim; Owusu, after he was shot, was 
rushed to the Police Hospital for treatment 
but was pronounced dead on arrival. 

The statement further said the police-
woman sustained injuries to the head and 
both legs after she was hit by a vehicle while 
attempting to leave the scene. She was also 
taken to the hospital for medical attention. 

Exhibits retrieved from the scene in-
cluded one live 9mm round, a magazine, 
and one empty 9mm cartridge. 

Whilst the incident involving the police 
officer and the deceased does not arise from 
official conduct, the Daily Searchlight is of 
the belief that the time has come for the po-
lice service to dedicate more efforts towards 
training their personnel on the need for ac-
countable conduct on the roads and high-
ways. 

Whilst it is an admitted fact that drivers 
can be stubborn and obstreperous, it is also 
a fact that it is unlawful to subject them to 
extortion, harassment, intimidation and 
abuse. We should work at identifying the 
proper means of ensuring compliance to law 
and order, and limit the abusive conducts 
that give the Ghana Police Service a bad 
name. 

(Editorial of the Daily Searchlight of 
6th February, 2026). 

 

Why Declaring Your Intentions 
Early Matters and How to Spot Red 

Flags Before Entering a Relationship

The talking stage 
can be one of the 
most exciting pe-
riods in modern 
dating because it 
creates an oppor-

tunity for two people to discover 
each other before making a for-
mal commitment. It is also one of 
the easiest stages in which to be-
come emotionally attached with-
out genuinely understanding 
what the other person wants.  

A person may communicate 
with you every day, call you late 
at night, share personal experi-
ences, compliment you con-
stantly and even behave as 
though you are already together, 
yet none of those actions auto-
matically establish commitment 
or define the direction of the con-
nection. The talking stage is es-

sentially a period of romantic 
exploration in which both indi-
viduals are supposed to deter-
mine whether their attraction, 
expectations, values and inten-
tions are compatible.  

That is precisely why declar-
ing your intentions early matters. 
Being honest about what you are 
looking for does not mean de-
manding a relationship immedi-
ately or forcing another person to 
make a lifelong decision after 
only a few conversations. In-
stead, it means being sufficiently 
mature to communicate whether 
you are interested in a serious re-
lationship, casual dating, getting 
to know someone without imme-
diate commitment or simply ex-
ploring where the connection 

might lead. 
When people avoid that con-

versation, assumptions can 
quickly take the place of commu-
nication. One person may believe 
that frequent conversations indi-
cate that a relationship is devel-
oping, while the other person 
may regard the same interaction 
as casual companionship. One in-
dividual may already be emotion-
ally invested, while the other may 
still be entertaining several pos-
sibilities. Without an honest con-
versation, both people can 
continue moving forward while 
operating under completely dif-
ferent expectations. 

A healthy talking stage there-
fore should not be measured 
solely by how frequently some-
one sends messages or how in-
tensely they express affection. It 

should also be judged by consis-
tency, honesty, genuine curiosity 
and the willingness to have 
meaningful conversations about 
expectations. A person who is 
genuinely interested in knowing 
you should ordinarily be able to 
discuss what they want without 
becoming unnecessarily defen-
sive or evasive.  

This is where paying atten-
tion to early warning signs be-
comes particularly important. 
Red flags do not always arrive 
dramatically. Sometimes they ap-
pear through small behavioural 
patterns that become increasingly 
obvious when observed over 
time. Someone who repeatedly 
avoids making concrete plans, 
disappears for extended periods 

and then returns as though noth-
ing happened, refuses to answer 
reasonable questions about their 
intentions or gives affection only 
when they fear losing your atten-
tion may be communicating more 
through their behaviour than 
through their words. 

Another important warning 
sign is when conversation re-
mains intense but progress re-
mains nonexistent. You might 
speak for hours every night, ex-
change romantic messages and 
develop emotional familiarity, 
yet the person consistently avoids 
meeting you, refuses to make 
genuine plans or keeps postpon-
ing every opportunity to move 
the connection forward. Constant 
communication should not be 
mistaken for genuine investment. 
A talking stage becomes prob-

lematic when emotional close-
ness continues increasing while 
clarity, responsibility and real ef-
fort remain absent.  

You should also pay close at-
tention to whether the person 
shows interest in you as an indi-
vidual. Someone who spends 
every conversation talking about 
themselves but rarely asks about 
your experiences, aspirations, 
family, values or feelings may be 
revealing an important aspect of 
their personality. Healthy com-
munication involves reciprocity. 
You should not consistently feel 
as though you are interviewing 
someone who has no interest in 
discovering who you are. 
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EDITORIAL
The On-going Battle between 

Commercial Drivers 
 & the Police



Vice-President JD 
Vance faced 
questions from 
journalists at the 
first White 
House press 

briefing in weeks - here's a recap 
of what we heard 

Asked if the Iran war will be 
resolved before the US midterm 
elections in November, Vance 
says he "wouldn't call it a war", 
adding that there's "no active 
shooting right now" 

Vance adds, "You would have 
to ask the Iranians" when they 
will stop shooting at commercial 
ships 

Pushed on the economy, he 
says the reason gas prices are so 
high in the US is because "Irani-
ans are shooting at commercial 
shipping" in the Strait of Hormuz 

Americans are extremely con-
cerned about affordability - par-
ticularly petrol prices as the Iran 
war drags on, our White House 
reporter writes 

Vance is also asked about re-
ports of a US missile strike 
killing four people at a wedding 
celebration in Iran - the vice-pres-
ident says officials are investigat-
ing. BBC Verify has looked into 
it 

At today's White House press 
briefing, the first in weeks, Vice-
President JD Vance covered a 
number of topics, including the 
war in Iran and the upcoming US 
midterm elections. 

Here's a recap of what we 
heard: 

On the economy, Vance was 
pressed on why Republicans and 
the Trump administration should 
not be blamed for high prices 

He responded that the US in-
flation problem was not created 
in a day and the Trump adminis-
tration is doing everything it can 
to bring down prices 

Asked if the war with Iran 
will be over by the midterm elec-
tions, Vance said he "wouldn't 
call it a war" and there is "no ac-
tive shooting right now" 

He added that the US is trying 
to stop the Iranians from shooting 
at commercial ships and that ef-
forts have prevented a global en-
ergy crisis 

"Everything" is on the table to 
pressure the Iranian government, 
Vance said, including economic, 
military, diplomatic, and covert 
pressure 

Vance said it's important that 
the US is not too reliant on one 

energy supply as he praised the 
US-Venezuela oil deal as "win-
win". He also criticised European 
allies for not helping to stabilise 
world energy markets 

Shortly before the press brief-
ing ended, Vance was asked 
about economic measures to iso-
late Iran - and how they can be 
successful without China. 

He says he thinks China is 
"willing to play ball here". 

He says while there might be 
some misalignment between the 
US and China, "they are not the 
sort of nation that shoots at com-
mercial shipping because they're 
not getting their way in an inter-
national dispute". 

They have been "much more 
responsible" than Iran, he adds. 

Listing several other countries 
like Turkey, Azerbaijan, the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, he 
says they are doing "a lot of good 
things" to help the US ensure Iran 
pays a penalty for firing at com-
mercial shipping. 

It's about denying Iran the 
economic resources to rebuild its 
nuclear programme, should it de-
cide to do so, he says. "So far, we 
haven't seen them try to do so", 
he adds.18:38 

Vance is asked about the 2028 
presidential election and whether 
he would support Defence Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth or Texas Sena-
tor Ted Cruz if they were to make 
a bid for the White House two 

years from now. 
Vance dodges the question, 

saying he is focused on the 
November midterm elections and 
trying to get as many Republi-
cans in office as possible. 

He describes Hegseth as "a 
great guy" and says Cruz is "au-
thentic and likeable". 

"I could see myself supporting 
a whole host of people," he says 
of 2028, but notes that he is cur-
rently supporting a whole host of 
people in elections that are com-
ing up far sooner. 

Vance is asked how concerned 
he is about cyber attacks by Ira-
nian hackers. 

He says it is the administra-
tion's job to be concerned about 
everything and adds that he does 
not want the public to be paral-
ysed by risk. 

He says he is "quite confident 
that the homeland is safe" and he 
is also quite confident that the 
Iranians are going to try and do 
more. 

Vance says people should be 
more worried about cyber attacks 
from other actors and calls the 
Iranians "quite limited". 

He says Iran's ability to carry 
out cyber attacks is not zero but 
low compared to other countries. 

The vice-president says the 
Federal Reserve should be lower-
ing interest rates. He adds that it 
would be "proper and responsi-
ble" for them to do so. 

For deeper questions about 
bond markets, he defers to Trea-
sury Secretary Scott Bessent. 

"Obviously, we care about 
this issue," he says. "We're doing 
a lot of things to try to keep those 
interest rates down. But it would 
be nice to have some help from 
the Federal Reserve." 

Vance is now asked whether 
the Iran war will be over by the 
time the midterms come around. 

"I wouldn't call it a war", he 
says, adding that there is "no ac-
tive shooting right now". 

He says "major combat oper-
ations lasted about six weeks," 
adding that Iran's nuclear facili-
ties, industrial base and conven-
tional military have been 
destroyed. 

Vance says if the question is 
when Iranians will stop shooting 
at ships, he doesn't know the an-
swer: "You would have to ask the 
Iranians." 

Asked when it will stop af-
fecting energy markets, he argues 
that it is having "less effect day 
by day". 

He says the US is using the 
tools at its disposal to ensure peo-
ple "never have to deal with the 
threat of an Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme" and that world energy 
markets are "properly sup-
plied".18:21 

The vice-president is again 
asked about Iran. A reporter asks 
if the US blockade of Iranian 

ports is indefinite, and how the 
US plans to declare an end to the 
war if a blockade remains in 
place. 

Vance says major combat op-
erations in Iran are not ongoing, 
and the US has made it harder for 
Iran to shoot at commercial ship-
ping to preserve the flow of oil 
and gas. 

Fifteen million barrels of oil 
came through the Strait of Hor-
muz last night, he says. "That's 
because of the United States," he 
adds, saying if not for the US 
there would be a "catastrophic 
global energy crisis". 

As far as negotiations with 
Iran, Vance says the two coun-
tries are not speaking and won't 
until Iran starts shooting at com-
mercial ships.18:18 

Vance is asked if the US is 
considering arming or giving di-
rect support to Iranian dissidents 
in reference to a social media 
post by US President Donald 
Trump. 

The vice-president says the 
US is doing a lot to pressure the 
Iranians. 

He says the US is "protecting 
a lot of ships" and is trying to 
stop the Iranians from shooting at 
commercial shipping. He says 
this means that the US has man-
aged to prevent an energy crisis. 

Vance says he will not adver-
tise how the US will engage with 
the Iranians in the months and 
years to come. 

He says that "everything that 
could happen is on the table" and 
lists economic, military, diplo-
matic, and covert pressure as op-
tions. 

Vance is now asked about the 
recent resignation of Army Sec-
retary Dan Driscoll. 

Driscoll's exit - the latest in a 
string of recent high-profile mili-
tary leaders to depart - came after 
months of conflict between him 
and Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth, the BBC's US partner 
CBS News has reported. But the 
specific source of tension is un-
clear, according to CBS. 

Vance says America has 
fought a lot of wars, but had not 
won many of them until Trump 
came into office. He asks, what 
does that say about US military 
culture and political leadership? 

Hegseth has focused on reviv-
ing the "warrior spirit" within the 
US military, he says, adding that 
under President Joe Biden, the 
military was "woke". 

Vance Pressed On Whether Iran War Will 
Be Resolved Before US Midterm Elections

Friday,  4th September, 2026
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Effutu Traditional Council Urges Government to 
Caution A Plus Over New Winneba Tensions

The Effutu Tradi-
tional Council has 
appealed to the 
government to 
caution the Mem-
ber of Parliament 

for Gomoa Central, Kwame Asare 
Obeng, popularly known as A Plus, 
over public pronouncements it be-
lieves could intensify tensions be-
tween the Effutu and Gomoa 
communities following the deadly 
violence at New Winneba. 

Chief of Staff to the Effutu 
Omanhene, Ebo Ghartey, has called 
on political and community leaders 
to exercise considerable restraint in 
their public statements, warning that 
unrestrained commentary could un-
dermine ongoing attempts to restore 
peace and stability in the area. 

His intervention follows remarks 
by A Plus, who warned that residents 
of Gomoa could resort to collective 
action if the Police failed to provide 
adequate protection in the aftermath 
of the deadly confrontation. 

The Gomoa Central legislator 
also suggested that residents could 
issue the government a seven day ul-
timatum to resolve the security con-
cerns, after which the various chiefs 

within Gomoa would be brought to-
gether to determine a collective re-
sponse to the situation. 

Mr Ghartey, however, cautioned 

that such pronouncements could ag-
gravate an already volatile situation, 
particularly at a time when security 
authorities, traditional leaders and 

local government officials are work-
ing to prevent further violence and 
rebuild confidence between the af-
fected communities. 

The appeal follows the violent 
incident at New Winneba in the Cen-
tral Region on September 1, which 
resulted in three deaths and left 19 
people injured. Police subsequently 
intensified security operations in the 
area, while several suspects were ar-
rested in connection with the inci-
dent. 

Speaking during a press confer-
ence at New Winneba, Mr Ghartey 
warned that the situation could dete-
riorate further if political figures and 
community leaders failed to demon-
strate responsibility in their public 
communications. 

He stressed the importance of al-
lowing the security agencies to con-
duct their investigations while 
encouraging all parties to refrain 
from statements or actions capable 
of provoking retaliation. 

The Chief of Effutu Ayipe, 
Nenyi Apraku, similarly appealed to 
politicians to utilise their positions 
to promote development, mutual un-
derstanding and peaceful coexis-
tence between the people of Effutu 

and Gomoa. 
He urged political actors to pri-

oritise reconciliation and community 
development rather than make dec-
larations that could deepen mistrust 
or create conditions for renewed 
confrontation. 

Meanwhile, the Abusuapanin of 
New Winneba, William De Carthia, 
has rejected allegations that the three 
people who lost their lives during 
the violence were killed by Effutu 
youth. 

Mr De Carthia described the al-
legation as false and insisted that the 
circumstances surrounding the 
deaths must first be subjected to a 
thorough and impartial investigation 
before responsibility is attributed to 
any particular group. 

The latest appeal comes amid 
heightened security and continuing 
efforts by local authorities and com-
munity leaders to prevent reprisals 
and contain the tensions generated 
by the New Winneba violence. Au-
thorities have also urged residents on 
both sides of the dispute to remain 
calm and cooperate with the security 
agencies as investigations continue. 

2026 SHS placement: 36,000 candidates apply to Aburi 
 Girls, Achimota schools despite space for only 2100

More than 
3 6 , 0 0 0 
c a n d i -
d a t e s 
who se-
l e c t e d 

Aburi Girls’ Senior High School and 
Achimota School as their preferred 
choices will compete for approxi-
mately 2,100 available places in the 
2026 Computerised School Selec-
tion and Placement System 
(CSSPS). 

The figures mean that more than 
34,000 applicants who chose the two 
schools are unlikely to secure place-
ment there and will have to compete 
for spaces in other schools when the 
2026 CSSPS results are released on 
Friday, September 4, 2026. 

CSSPS Coordinator, Sherif Sule-
mana, disclosed the figures during a 
radio interview on Joy FM moni-

tored by Graphic Online on Wednes-
day. 

According to him, Aburi Girls’ 
received 8,225 applications for 
about 800 available places, while 
Achimota recorded approximately 
28,000 applications for only about 
1,300 vacancies. 

The competition is particularly 
intense among candidates with 
strong aggregate scores. 

Mr. Sulemana said about 3,000 
of the applicants to Aburi Girls’ had 
aggregates between six and 12, de-
spite the school having only about 
800 places. 

At Achimota, approximately 
14,800 applicants recorded aggre-
gates between six and 12, against 
about 1,300 declared vacancies. 

“Those are the realities within 
which we operate, and we want the 
general public to understand,” he 

said. 
Mr. Sulemana explained that se-

curing a place at a preferred school 
was not determined by aggregate 
alone. 

He said candidates were first 
ranked nationally based on their ag-
gregate scores. Where two or more 
candidates seeking the same school, 
programme and residential arrange-

ment recorded identical aggregates, 
their raw examination scores were 
used to break the tie. 

The placement process then 
matches candidates’ programme se-
lections and boarding preferences 
against the vacancies declared by in-
dividual schools. 

He noted that a candidate with a 
comparatively weaker aggregate 

could therefore secure a place ahead 
of another candidate if the former 
obtained higher raw scores in a tie-
breaking situation. 

Mr. Sulemana consequently 
urged parents and candidates not to 
determine their placement expecta-
tions solely on the basis of aggregate 
scores. 

He also suggested that the 
CSSPS Secretariat may need to re-
view the practice of publicly releas-
ing candidates’ raw scores, noting 
that the scores are primarily used in-
ternally to resolve placement ties. 

Meanwhile, Press Secretary and 
Spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Education, Hashmin Mohammed, 
disclosed that heads of schools are 
allocated a discretionary quota of 
about 5 per cent of their declared va-
cancies.



President John 
Dramani Ma-
hama has reaf-
firmed the Tema 
Metropolitan As-
sembly as the 

highest political and administra-
tive authority within the Tema 
Metropolis, amid an ongoing in-
stitutional disagreement between 
the Assembly and TDC Ghana 
Limited. 

The President’s position is 
grounded in the constitutional 
and statutory responsibilities as-
signed to the Tema Metropolitan 
Assembly, which include over-
seeing the overall development of 
the metropolis, managing human 
settlements, providing municipal 
services and mobilising revenue 
through legally authorised rates, 
fees, taxes and other charges. 

The Assembly’s authority also 
derives from the Local Gover-
nance Act, 2016, Act 936, which 
establishes its responsibilities as 
the principal local government 

institution within the metropolis. 
In addition, the Land Use and 

Spatial Planning Act, 2016, Act 
925, recognises the Tema 
Metropolitan Assembly as the 
relevant local planning authority 
responsible for regulating physi-
cal development and considering 
applications for development and 
building permits within its juris-
diction. 

In a letter communicating the 
President’s position on the dis-
pute, Secretary to the President, 
Dr Callistus Mahama, explained 
that although TDC Ghana Lim-
ited has played an important his-
torical role in the development 
and planning of Tema, its present 
status as a commercially oriented 
real estate development company 
does not grant it municipal, leg-
islative, regulatory or spatial 
planning authority. 

The government has conse-
quently directed TDC to recog-
nise and comply with the lawful 
mandate of the Tema Metropoli-

tan Assembly in areas including 
development control, spatial 
planning, permitting, municipal 
services, rates, fees and other reg-
ulatory obligations. 

The President has neverthe-
less cautioned the Assembly to 
exercise its powers responsibly, 
fairly and transparently and to re-
main strictly within the confines 
of the law. 

He stressed that TMA’s regu-
latory authority must not be ap-
plied arbitrarily or in a manner 
that unnecessarily impedes legit-
imate development, investment 
or the lawful commercial activi-
ties of TDC. 

The government has further 
directed that neither institution 
should assume responsibilities 
legally assigned to the other, 
thereby establishing a clearer 
separation between the Assem-
bly’s municipal and regulatory 
functions and TDC’s commercial 
property development responsi-
bilities. 

Under the proposed arrange-
ment, TMA will retain its consti-
tutional and statutory municipal 
mandate while TDC will con-
tinue to concentrate on its com-
mercial property development 
functions and related responsibil-
ities. 

To formalise the relationship, 
the Ministers for Works, Housing 
and Water Resources and Local 
Government, Chieftaincy and 
Religious Affairs have been 
tasked with developing an ad-
ministrative and operational 
framework that clearly defines 
the respective functions and 
working relationship between the 
two institutions. 

The framework is expected to 
address development permitting, 
infrastructure coordination, rev-
enue responsibilities, information 
sharing, mechanisms for resolv-
ing disagreements and periodic 
consultations between TMA and 
TDC. 

The government has also in-

structed both institutions to im-
mediately discontinue actions, 
public statements and media en-
gagements that could further in-
tensify the disagreement. 

The two Ministers are ex-
pected to convene the leadership 
of the Tema Metropolitan Assem-
bly and TDC Ghana Limited, fa-
cilitate agreement on the 
outstanding matters and submit 
the proposed operational frame-
work together with a comprehen-
sive report to President Mahama 
within fourteen days. 

The President has warned that 
any renewed institutional con-
frontation, public disagreement 
or refusal by either party to com-
ply with the directive will be 
treated seriously as the govern-
ment seeks to establish a clearer 
and more functional relationship 
between the two institutions. 
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GJA Demands Immediate Probe Into Alleged 
Military Assault on Adom Journalist in 

Nkwanta South The Ghana 

Journalists Associa-
tion has demanded 
an immediate, com-
prehensive and im-
partial investigation 
into the alleged as-

sault of Adom Brands’ Oti Re-
gional Correspondent, 
Obrempongba Kwame Owusu, by 
suspected military personnel in 
Nkwanta South. 

The appeal was made by GJA 
President Albert Kwabena Dwom-
four during a press conference in 
Accra on Thursday, September 3, 
as the Association renewed its call 
for accountability over an incident 
that has raised fresh concerns 
about the safety and professional 
freedom of journalists operating in 
security sensitive environments.  

The alleged assault reportedly 
occurred on Saturday, July 11, 
2026, when Mr Owusu was cover-
ing developments surrounding the 
New Patriotic Party constituency 
executive elections in Nkwanta 

South in the Oti Region. The inci-
dent is said to have unfolded while 
security personnel were enforcing 
a curfew imposed in the munici-
pality. 

According to accounts previ-
ously provided by the GJA and the 
Multimedia Group, the electoral 
exercise had extended into the pe-
riod when the curfew was due to 
commence, leaving delegates, 
election officials and journalists at 
the venue while preparations were 
being made for the declaration of 
the results. Mr Owusu was report-
edly documenting events sur-
rounding the enforcement of the 
restriction when he was allegedly 
confronted and physically as-
saulted by some military person-
nel.  

The journalist was subse-
quently taken to St Joseph Hospital 
in Nkwanta South for medical at-
tention after reportedly sustaining 
injuries during the incident. Earlier 
accounts indicated that personnel 

from the Ghana Police Service, the 
Bureau of National Investigations 
and election officials intervened 
and helped remove him from the 
situation.  

Addressing journalists, Mr 
Dwomfour called on the Chief of 
Defence Staff to ensure that the 
circumstances surrounding the al-
leged attack are established with-
out further delay and that any 
individual found responsible is 
subjected to the appropriate sanc-
tions.  

He maintained that media prac-
titioners should be able to carry out 
legitimate professional assign-
ments without intimidation, appre-
hension or physical violence, 
particularly when reporting on is-
sues that have significant public 
interest and implications for na-
tional security. 

The GJA President further re-
vealed that the Association pos-
sesses photographic material 
which could potentially assist in-

vestigators in identifying the indi-
viduals allegedly involved in the 
incident. He indicated that the As-
sociation is willing to submit the 
material to the relevant authorities 
and make it available to the media 
when appropriate. 

The GJA, however, has chosen 
not to publish the photographic ev-
idence at this stage. According to 
the Association, the decision is in-
tended to give the Ghana Armed 
Forces and the Ghana Police Ser-
vice adequate opportunity to con-
duct their respective investigations 
without compromising the eviden-
tiary process.  

The Association has conse-
quently urged security institutions 
to exercise professionalism and re-
straint when carrying out their re-
sponsibilities, while ensuring that 
the fundamental rights and per-
sonal safety of journalists are re-
spected. 

Mr Dwomfour stressed that 
safeguarding media practitioners 
remains essential to the effective 

functioning of the press because 
journalists play a central role in 
supplying citizens with timely, 
credible and accurate information, 
especially during security opera-
tions, political activities and other 
developments of national signifi-
cance. 

The GJA is therefore expecting 
the relevant authorities to establish 
precisely what transpired in 
Nkwanta South, determine 
whether any security personnel 
acted outside the law and take ap-
propriate disciplinary or legal ac-
tion where culpability is 
established. 

The Association has also reaf-
firmed its determination to defend 
the safety, welfare and professional 
rights of journalists across the 
country, while encouraging secu-
rity agencies and media organisa-
tions to strengthen cooperation so 
that similar confrontations can be 
prevented in the future.  
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GJA Unveils New Website as Digital  
Home for Ghana’s Journalists

The Ghana Journalists 
Association (GJA) 
has unveiled a new 
o f f i c i a l 
website, www.gjagh
ana.com, as part of 

efforts to strengthen communication, 
improve access to information and 
deepen engagement with journalists, 
members and the general public. 

The GJA President, Albert 
Kwabena Dwumfour, announced the 
new platform on Thursday, Septem-
ber 3, 2026, describing it as a major 
step in the Association’s ongoing 
digital transformation. 

According to Mr. Dwumfour, the 
website will serve as the new digital 
home of the GJA, providing a cen-
tral and reliable platform for official 
information about the Association 
and its activities. 

He said the development of the 
platform was driven by the need for 
the umbrella body of journalists in 
Ghana to have a modern, accessible 
and dependable digital presence ca-
pable of effectively communicating 
its programmes, policies and advo-
cacy initiatives. 

The new website will provide in-
formation on GJA activities, state-
ments, press releases, programmes, 
training opportunities, events and 

membership-related matters. 
It will also feature information 

on media development initiatives, 
journalist safety and press freedom 
advocacy, alongside other resources 
relevant to journalists and media 
practitioners. 

Mr. Dwumfour said the website 
would extend beyond serving GJA 
members, offering the public and 
key stakeholders direct access to in-
formation about the work of the As-
sociation. 

These stakeholders include de-
velopment partners, government in-
stitutions, diplomatic missions, civil 
society organisations and other insti-
tutions interested in the media and 

journalism in Ghana. 
The GJA President noted that the 

launch of the website was particu-
larly significant at a time when dig-
ital platforms had become central to 
communication, information sharing 
and public engagement. 

He said the Association was 
committed to ensuring that its digital 
presence reflected the professional-
ism, credibility and dynamism of 
Ghana’s journalism community. 

The GJA has consequently urged 
journalists, members and media 
practitioners across the country to 
visit www.gjaghana.com, familiarise 
themselves with the platform and 
make it a regular source of official 

information from the Association. 
The Association said it would 

continue to develop and update the 
website to ensure that it remained re-
sponsive to the needs of its members 
while providing timely and useful 
information on developments affect-
ing journalism and the media indus-
try. 

Website to Drive Greater En-
gagement 

The launch forms part of the 
GJA’s broader efforts to build a more 
connected, accessible, transparent 
and digitally responsive professional 
association. 

Through the platform, journalists 
and members are expected to have 
easier access to official announce-
ments, programmes, training oppor-
tunities and other resources without 
relying solely on traditional chan-
nels of communication. 

The website will also provide an 
avenue for the Association to engage 
more effectively with the wider pub-
lic and stakeholders on issues relat-
ing to journalism, press freedom and 
the safety of journalists. 

The GJA said the platform would 
complement its broader mandate of 
promoting and defending press free-
dom, freedom of expression and the 
interests of journalists in Ghana. 

The new digital platform will 
also play a practical role in the As-
sociation’s flagship activities. 

For instance, entries for the 30th 
GJA Media Awards are being sub-
mitted online through the new web-
site. The awards entries opened on 
September 3, 2026, and will close on 
September 18, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. 

The GJA believes the website 
will make it easier for its members 
to remain informed, participate in 
Association activities and access im-
portant professional opportunities. 

The Association said the launch 
of www.gjaghana.com marks an-
other important step towards build-
ing a modern GJA that is better 
connected to journalists and respon-
sive to the changing dynamics of the 
media industry. 

The GJA has therefore encour-
aged members and media practition-
ers to regularly visit the platform and 
stay connected to official informa-
tion from their professional body. 

The strongest headline angle 
here is “GJA Unveils New Website 
as Digital Home for Ghana’s Jour-
nalists” because it captures both the 
announcement and the strategic sig-
nificance of the platform. 

PAGA Calls on Chief Justice Baffoe Bonnie to Resign Over Alleged Political Bias

The People’s Alliance 
for Governance and 
Accountability has 
called on Chief Jus-
tice Paul Baffoe 
Bonnie to resign, ac-

cusing him of compromising public 
confidence in the independence, im-
partiality and political neutrality of 
Ghana’s Judiciary. 

In a statement issued on Thurs-
day, September 3, 2026, PAGA ex-
pressed concern over the Chief 
Justice’s recent visits to public insti-
tutions, including the Minerals In-
come Investment Fund and the 
Social Security and National Insur-
ance Trust, as well as comments at-
tributed to him regarding the 
performance of those institutions. 

The organisation was particu-
larly critical of remarks reportedly 
made by Justice Baffoe Bonnie dur-
ing his visit to MIIF, where he ques-
tioned what Ghana had been doing 
during the previous eight years. 

PAGA interpreted the comments 
as an apparent political assessment 
of the previous administration and 
an endorsement of the performance 
of public institutions under the pre-
sent government. 

The organisation argued that 
such observations could conflict 
with the constitutional expectation 
that the Judiciary remains indepen-
dent from partisan political interests 
and maintains an appropriate institu-

tional distance from the Executive. 
According to PAGA, the princi-

pal responsibility of the Chief Jus-
tice should centre on protecting the 
integrity of the courts, strengthening 
the administration of justice and pre-
serving citizens’ confidence in judi-
cial independence. 

The organisation acknowledged 
that there is nothing inherently im-
proper about the Chief Justice en-
gaging officials of state institutions, 
particularly on matters connected to 
the administration of justice. 

However, it argued that such en-
gagements become problematic 
when public comments appear to 
commend one political administra-
tion while implicitly criticising an-
other. 

PAGA said the concern becomes 
even more significant because insti-
tutions such as MIIF and SSNIT 
could potentially become parties to 
legal disputes that may eventually 
reach the courts. 

The organisation therefore ques-
tioned whether litigants could gen-
uinely maintain confidence in the 
impartiality of proceedings if the 
head of the Judiciary had previously 
made public comments appearing to 
favour the performance of institu-
tions involved in a dispute. 

PAGA further contended that 
such perceptions could impose an 
unnecessary burden on the Judiciary 
because judicial decisions involving 

politically sensitive institutions 
could subsequently be interpreted 
through a partisan lens. 

The group also accused Justice 
Baffoe Bonnie of diminishing the 
standards expected of the office by 
publicly assessing the performance 
of competing political administra-
tions. 

It said the cumulative effect of 
his conduct had caused the organisa-
tion to lose confidence in his judg-
ment and his ability to preserve the 
political neutrality associated with 
the office of Chief Justice. 

PAGA additionally raised con-

cerns over what it described as the 
possibility that the Chief Justice 
could be seeking favourable rela-
tions with the Executive in anticipa-
tion of recognition or a possible 
appointment to the Council of State 
after his retirement. 

The organisation has therefore 
called for Justice Baffoe Bonnie’s 
resignation and urged the appropri-
ate constitutional authorities to con-
sider the procedures provided under 
Article 146 of the 1992 Constitution 
should he decline to step aside. 

PAGA has also appealed to the 
Judicial Council to review the Chief 

Justice’s engagements with state in-
stitutions and establish clearer 
guidelines governing interactions 
between serving judicial officers, 
government officials, political actors 
and state owned institutions. 

The organisation maintained that 
its position is motivated by the need 
to preserve public confidence in the 
Judiciary, warning that judicial deci-
sions involving politically sensitive 
matters could become vulnerable to 
public suspicion if citizens believe 
that the head of the Judiciary is 
aligned with a particular political ad-
ministration. 
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ENTERTAINMENT

Ghanaian rapper 
Kweku Smoke 
is set to head-
line the Mo-
MoFest 2026 
Revival Con-

cert in Berekum in the Bono Region, 
where music, commerce, community 
engagement and digital financial ed-
ucation will converge in a major cus-
tomer activation organised by 
MobileMoney Fintech Limited. 

The free public event, scheduled 
for September 4 and 5, 2026, will 
form the centrepiece of a broader 
three week engagement programme 
designed to encourage customers to 
make greater use of the MoMo App, 
embrace cashless transactions and 
become more vigilant when con-
ducting digital financial activities. 
Recent event information places the 
concert at Mixed Park in Berekum, 
following a reported change from the 
initially announced Golden City 
Park to accommodate anticipated at-
tendance. 

The Berekum activation is being 
positioned as more than an entertain-
ment gathering, with organisers 
seeking to combine live music with 
practical demonstrations of how dig-
ital financial services can support ev-
eryday payments, commercial 
activities and access to additional fi-
nancial products. 

According to MobileMoney Fin-
tech Limited Head of Marketing Al-
fred Dowuona Hammond, the 
central objective of MoMoFest is to 
encourage customers to do more 
with MoMo while ensuring that they 
understand how to use the platform 
securely and confidently. 

The programme will feature a 
cashless marketplace where festival-
goers can purchase a wide range of 
products, including food, beverages, 
beauty products, clothing, household 
necessities, mobile phones and ac-
cessories, with payments made 
through MoMo. The initiative is in-
tended to demonstrate how digital 
transactions can provide a conve-
nient alternative to conventional 
cash payments while also creating 
opportunities for merchants to ex-
pand their use of electronic payment 
systems. 

Customers will additionally have 

access to the GH¢100 MoMo Shop 
and Mega Rewards promotion, 
through which selected products will 
be offered for GH¢100 to participat-
ing customers who make payments 
using MoMo. Participants will also 
have opportunities to win rewards at 
various points during the activation. 

Entertainment will extend be-
yond the headline concert, with the 
MoMo Keteke Gameshow expected 
to provide an interactive component 
to the festival. Participants will com-
pete in questions and challenges for 
the opportunity to win cash prizes 
reaching as much as GH¢10,000. 

The programme will also incor-
porate activities aimed at families 
and the wider Berekum community. 

These include a football gala, a com-
munity clean up exercise, a chil-
dren’s section and a Guinness 
Smooth English Premier League 
viewing experience, thereby broad-
ening the festival beyond music and 
commercial engagement. 

Kweku Smoke’s appearance is 
expected to add particular signifi-
cance to the Berekum event because 
of the rapper’s longstanding connec-
tion to the town. The artist, whose 
real name is Paul Amankwah, has 
spoken publicly about growing up in 
Berekum, making the homecoming 
performance an important moment 
for both the musician and his local 
supporters. 

The rapper will perform along-

side other musicians during the Re-
vival Concert, which will serve as 
the entertainment climax of the Mo-
MoFest activation. Organisers are 
expecting the combination of a free 
concert and a broad programme of 
commercial and community activi-
ties to attract substantial participa-
tion from residents and visitors. 

At the same time, customer pro-
tection will remain a central compo-
nent of the campaign. MobileMoney 
Fintech Limited plans to use the 
Berekum activation to educate par-
ticipants about common fraudulent 
practices and the importance of pro-
tecting personal identification num-
bers, verifying transactions before 

confirming them and using autho-
rised channels to report suspicious 
activity. 

The company says the emphasis 
on fraud prevention reflects its 
broader objective of ensuring that in-
creased adoption of digital financial 
services is accompanied by stronger 
consumer awareness and responsible 
usage. 

MoMoFest has subsequently ex-
panded beyond a conventional finan-
cial services campaign by 
incorporating entertainment and cul-
tural events as platforms for direct 
customer interaction. Following the 
Berekum activation, the programme 
is expected to extend its presence to 
prominent events including the 
Asogli Festival, ShattaFest, Rapper-
holic and Made in Tadi. 

The strategy allows Mobile-
Money Fintech Limited to reach cus-
tomers in settings where 
entertainment, commerce and com-
munity participation naturally con-
verge, while creating opportunities 
to introduce digital financial services 
to people who may not otherwise en-
gage with conventional financial ed-
ucation programmes. 

The Berekum programme there-
fore forms part of a wider effort to 
move customers beyond basic 
awareness of mobile money towards 
more confident use of digital ser-
vices, including payments, transfers, 
savings, insurance and credit. 

The 2026 edition of MoMoFest 
is being supported by Ecobank 
Ghana, Guinness Ghana Breweries 
Limited, Ayo Ghana and MTN Busi-
ness. Their participation is expected 
to strengthen the festival’s combina-
tion of entertainment, commercial 
activity and financial services en-
gagement. 

With the Berekum activation 
combining a major homecoming 
performance by Kweku Smoke with 
a cashless marketplace, customer re-
wards, interactive games, commu-
nity activities and fraud awareness 
initiatives, MoMoFest 2026 is set to 
present digital finance in a more 
practical and accessible setting while 
strengthening engagement between 
MobileMoney Fintech Limited, mer-
chants and customers.
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Fifa accuses Uefa of 'smear 
campaign' against Infantino

Fifa has accused 
Uefa of a "smear 
c a m p a i g n 
against it and its 
leadership" in a 
challenge to liti-

gation over president Gianni In-
fantino's scrapped plan to sell off 
stakes in the World Cup to pri-
vate investors. 

Last week European football's 
governing body filed legal papers 
in the US requesting disclosure of 
evidence and documents from 
Fifa as part of potential criminal 
claims in Switzerland. 

In a dramatic escalation of the 
controversy, Uefa accused In-
fantino of "criminal mismanage-
ment" and "a fraudulently 
off-market price promoted by 
[him] for his own benefit" over 
the now-shelved Fifa Forward 
Enterprise (FFE) scheme. 

However, world governing 
body Fifa has now responded 
with court filings lodged in the 
US - and seen by the BBC - re-
questing that a court "oppose" the 

application by the end of the 
month. 

Fifa claims Uefa's argument 
"suffers from a fundamental de-
fect" and "legal deficiencies". 

"Uefa seeks discovery in aid 
of a foreign criminal proceeding 
that does not exist and that Uefa 
admittedly lacks the authority to 
initiate. Despite that threshold 
problem, Uefa asks this court to 
authorise sweeping discovery 
about the FFE." 

It said it had "made clear" that 
the creation of FFE was "only a 
proposal", adding that it could 
have only proceeded on the con-
dition that the majority of mem-
ber associations supported it and 
"the relevant approvals of the 
Fifa Council". 

"Rather than participate in 
that democratic process, Uefa is-
sued a press release - the begin-
ning of a weeks-long smear 
campaign against Fifa and its 
leadership," it wrote in the court 
filing. 

It also claimed that Uefa's 

"economic motivation" was to 
prevent smaller countries from 
having the "financial strength to 
compete with the European 
elite". 

"If soccer is strengthened in 
the developing world, global 
competition increases, which ul-
timately reduces Uefa's market 
power and provides more compe-
tition for its flagship tourna-
ments," Fifa said. 

"By raising funds to allow 
some of Fifa's smaller member 
associations to better develop 
soccer, FFE would lead to more 
players from those nations choos-
ing to represent their countries of 
origin and playing in their home 
leagues rather than playing 
abroad." 

Uefa has declined to com-
ment, although BBC Sport has 
been told insiders believe that if 
Fifa has nothing to hide, it should 
disclose the documents and speed 
up the legal process. It has led the 
rebellion against the Fifa presi-
dent, who is facing calls to stand 

down from three confederations. 
Uefa has also asked a court in 

New York to approve a legal doc-
ument ordering testimony and 
documents from venture capital-
ist Joshua Kushner, the brother of 
US President Donald Trump's 
son-in-law, who was set to be the 
lead investor in FFE, and his 
company Thrive Eternal. 

Thrive had held talks with In-
fantino about heading up a 
$4.2bn (£3.1bn) investment in 
20% of a new Fifa commercial 
subsidiary, before the idea was 
abandoned days after it was re-
vealed in July amid a huge back-
lash. 

At the time, Fifa claimed FFE 
would have increased the funding 
distributed to each national asso-
ciation for the 2027-2030 cycle 
from £5.9m to £14.7m. 

On Sunday, Kushner ex-
pressed regret over FFE, saying: 
"While we stand behind the mo-
tivations of FFE, we failed to ap-
preciate the political dynamics of 
global football, and the lengths 

some would go to… had we 
known what this would devolve 
into, we would not have gotten 
involved." 

Uefa has also asked for the 
disclosure of documents from 
American financier Greg Maffei, 
who was a key adviser on the 
deal. 

While Uefa says neither 
Kushner nor Maffei are antici-
pated defendants in any legal pro-
ceedings, it claims the pair first 
discussed the FFE concept in July 
2025 and that Infantino had 
"been discussing the underlying 
concept with Kushner for nearly 
a year before the terms sheet was 
ultimately signed". 

Its lawyers also argue the 
World Cup was deliberately un-
dervalued at about £15bn, which 
it says is "a figure that was nei-
ther the product of an open, com-
petitive auction, nor tested by any 
independent valuer". Uefa claims 
Infantino failed to consult Fifa's 
hierarchy over the plan. 
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Carlos Queiroz Sets Sights on 2030 World 
Cup as Ghana Begins New Black Stars Era 

Black Stars head 
coach Carlos 
Queiroz has 
unveiled an 
ambitious long 
term blueprint 

for Ghana, signalling that his 
plans for the national team extend 
well beyond the forthcoming 
Africa Cup of Nations and are 
firmly centred on building a side 
capable of competing strongly at 
the 2030 FIFA World Cup. 

The experienced Portuguese 
coach has been retained by the 
Ghana Football Association fol-
lowing Ghana’s encouraging 
campaign at the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup in North America, 
where the Black Stars secured a 
place in the knockout phase of 
the competition. 

Ghana defied expectations to 

progress from the group stage for 
the first time since the 2010 edi-
tion of the global tournament. 
The Black Stars finished third in 
Group I with four points and sub-
sequently advanced to the Round 
of 32, where their campaign 
came to an end following a nar-
row 1 goal defeat to Colombia. 

For Queiroz, however, 
Ghana’s World Cup showing rep-
resents the beginning of a broader 
project rather than the conclusion 
of one. The veteran tactician 
views the 2027 Africa Cup of Na-
tions as an important stage in the 
development of a more 
formidable national team that can 
eventually establish itself as a 
consistent force on the interna-
tional stage. 

Queiroz has described the 
forthcoming continental champi-

onship as a crucial opportunity to 
strengthen the foundations of the 
Black Stars while preparing the 
team for a more demanding cam-
paign at the 2030 World Cup. 

The Portuguese coach has 
made it clear that his immediate 
priority will be guiding Ghana 
through the 2027 Africa Cup of 
Nations qualifying campaign, al-
though his broader objective is to 
use the qualification process and 
the tournament itself to develop a 
disciplined, united and increas-
ingly competitive national side. 

His message reflects an em-
phasis on sustained improvement 
rather than short term success, 
with the coach seeking to create 
a team capable of combining tac-
tical organisation, collective 
commitment and national pride. 

Ghana’s preparations for the 

next phase of the project will 
begin with the 2027 Africa Cup 
of Nations qualifiers, where the 
Black Stars are scheduled to 
travel to face Côte d’Ivoire be-
fore returning home to take on 
The Gambia. 

The fixtures will provide 
Queiroz with an early opportu-
nity to assess his squad, refine his 
tactical approach and begin shap-
ing the group of players he be-
lieves can carry Ghana into the 
next stage of its international 
football ambitions. 

The Black Stars coach has 
also placed considerable empha-
sis on national unity, calling for a 
collective effort from the team 
and supporters as Ghana seeks to 
restore itself among Africa’s 
leading football nations. 

With the 2030 FIFA World 

Cup already forming part of his 
long term calculations, Queiroz’s 
continued tenure represents an 
opportunity for Ghana to pursue 
a more structured approach to na-
tional team development while 
building on the momentum gen-
erated by its 2026 World Cup 
campaign. 

The Portuguese tactician will 
therefore enter the next phase of 
his tenure with expectations ex-
tending beyond qualification for 
the 2027 Africa Cup of Nations. 
His larger challenge will be to 
transform the promising signs 
demonstrated in 2026 into sus-
tained competitiveness, greater 
consistency and a Black Stars 
team capable of making a signif-
icant impact on the global stage 
in 2030. 

 


